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He Was Wounded for Our 
. a“ 
Transgressions 


By Jessie Wilmore Murton 


E WAS wounded for my transgressions! 
Chastisemen‘ 


t of my peace 
Was heavy upon His shoulders, 


His stripes were my soul’s release. 
He was wounded for my transgressions! 
Mine was the guilt that laid 
The scourge on His bleeding body, 
And plaited the thorny braid. » 
He was wounded for my transgressions! 
Bound that I might go free! 
The price of my lost soul’s ransom 
Was blood . . . that He shed for me. 


He was wounded for my transgressions ! 
Mine was the cup’s dark wine 

He drank in the lonely garden — 
The death that He died was mine. 


He was wounded for my transgressions { 
Bowed with my agony! 


And lonely, despised, forsaken, 
His heart was broken . . . for me! 


The Enemy’s Tribute 


Unrighteousness sometimes pays a high 
tribute to righteousness. Pearl S. Buck’s 
remarkable tribute to the late Dr. Machen, 
in her article in The New Republic, was 
recently quoted here, and another statement 
in her article is worthy of special note. 
This ex-missionary, while she was still a 
missionary of an evangelical board, publicly 
trampled under foot the most precious 
truths of Christ and the Gospel, yet she 
sees in Dr. Machen’s uncompromising testi- 
mony something of priceless value. She 
says: “We have lost a man whom our 
times can ill spare, a man who had con- 
victions which were real to him and who 
fought for those convictions and held to 


them through every change in time and 
human thought. ... He was worth a 
hundred of his fellows who, as princes of 
the church, cccupy easy places and play 
their church politics and trim their sails 
to every wind, who in their smug observ- 
ance of the conventions of life and religion 
offend all honest and searching spirits. No 
forthright mind can live among them, 
neither the honest skeptic nor the honest 
dogmatist. I wish Dr. Machen had lived 
to go on fighting them.” It would be 
interesting to know what effect this dis- 
cerning evaluation of one of the great 
Christian leaders of our generation will 
have upon the many Modernists and middle- 
of-the-road leaders in our churches and mis- 
sion boards who are blind to the evils Dr. 
Machen so wholesomely exposed, and who 
are truly characterized by the caustic words 
of a notorious foe of the Gospel. 
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Instructions for Ambassadors 

All our needs are met in the Bible. 
It is a guidebook, a never-failing source of 
comfort, and a weapon that is equal to any 
situation that we may meet in this. life, 


and best of all, it reveals to us the Saviour, 
who alone can forgive our sins and whose 
grace is sufficient for us. in the January 
bulletin letter of the Soldiers and Gospel 
Mission of South America, of which Wil- 
liam M. Strong is the Director, is the fol- 
lowing suggestive outline, with a brief 
comment: “One of our dear fellow laborers 
received from her pastor recently a mis- 
sionary message in the following series of 
Scripture texts that was so inspiring and 
helpful to us all that we thought we might 
pass it on herewith, believing that it might 
be an inspiration to others also. Here it is: 

Your Field (Matt. 28:19; Mark 16:15). 

Your Message (Acts 10: 39; 1 aan 1:32). 

Your Furnishings (2 Tim. 3: 

Your Method (1 Cor. 9: 22). 

Your Backing (Matt. 28: 18). ; 

Your Bank Account (2 Cor. 9: 8). 

Your Check Book (Phil. 4: 19). 

Your Burden Bearer (1 Pet. 5:7). 

Your Traveling Companion (Matt. 28: '20). 
Christian workers are familiar with most 
of these texts, but further study of them 
in the light of this outline will bring new 
encouragement. They set forth promises 
that will sustain us in hours of trial, as we 
labor steadfastly for Him, knowing that 
our labor is not in vain in the Lord. 
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Pilate Before Christ 


A side light on the lesson in this issue 


which is called Christ?” Pilate, 

the Roman governor of Judea, 
asked this question of the Jews (Matt. 
27:22). But it was a question for Pilate 
to answer for himself, not for the Jews 
to answer for Pilate. 

John’s account of the trial of our Lord 
before Pilate is the most amazing record 
in all history of a struggle of a human soul 
between truth and falsehood. It is not 
really the story of the trial of the Lord 
Jesus before Pilate. It is the trial of Pilate 
before the Lord Jesus. 

Pilate knew that Jesus Christ was inno- 
cent. He knew that for envy the Jews 
had delivered him up. One move after 
another Pilate made te release him. Every 
move was checkmated by a wisdom that 
was superhuman. 

The trial opens early Friday morning 
outside the palace of Caiaphas. Christ is 
within. The religious Pharisees, bent on 
the murder of their Messiah, will not enter 
the palace lest they be defiled! Those 
Jewish leaders were the incarnation of that 
which is above all other things an abom- 


“WW HAT shall I do then with Jesus 








ination to God—religion without right- 
eousness, 

Pilate opened the trial by the question, 
“What accusation bring ye against this 
man?” Their petulant answer, “If this 
man were not an evil-doer, we should not 
have delivered him up unto thee,” was a 
confession that they had no accusation of 
any evil to make against him. Then came 
Pilate’s first attempt to get rid of the case: 
“Take him yourselves, and judge him ac- 
cording to your law.” The answer to that 
was obvious. It was not lawful for the 
Jews to put any man to death, They wanted 
one thing — the death penalty. 

Pilate left the Jews, entered into the 
palace, and asked Christ, “Art thou the 
King of the Jews?” To this the Lord, with 
gracious majesty, replied: “Sayest thou 
this of thyself, or did others tell it thee 
concerning me?” He is eager that Pilate, 
and every man that stands before him, deal 
directly with the truth. He would, if it 
were possible, win Pilate. Yes, he is King, 
but not of the kind that Pilate had in mind. 
He came to bear witness of the truth: 
“Every one that is of the truth heareth my 
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voice.” Pilate, not realizing that he is 
standing before him who is the Truth, asked 
his famous question, perhaps with some 
wistfulness and longing, but also with the 
cynicism of the man of the world, “What 
is truth?” 

At this point Pilate returns to the Jews, 
more convinced than ever that Jesus should 
be released. He makes his famous declara- 
tion, “I find no fault in him,” expressing 
the universal verdict of the world concern- 
ing the Lord Jesus. By the most diligent 
search his enemies could find no cause of 
death in him, nor any fault (Acts 13: 28). 

But Pilate now has a new plan. He is 
reminded of the custom of releasing unto 
the Jews one prisoner at the passover, and 
he gave them their choice between the Lord 
Jesus and Barabbas, a choice between the 
harmless and the undefiled Son of God, and 
Barabbas, a murderer and a robber. Even 
a cynical Roman Governor would suppose 
that their choice would be to release Christ, 
Peter, speaking of the Holy Spirit, later 
brought out the enormity of the choice that 
was made, when he told the Jews concern- 
ing Christ: “Whom ye delivered up, and 
denied before the face of Pilate, when he 
had determined to release him. But ye 
denied the Holy and Righteous One, and 
asked for a murderer to be granted unto 
you, and killed the Prince of Life” (Acts 
3: 13-15). 

Back of the Jewish rulers, as they were 
checkmating Pilate at every turn, was an- 
other mind, the master mind of Satan; they 
cried, “Not this man, but Barabbas.” 

Then Pilate went back and did a shame- 
ful thing. He took the Lord Jesus and 
scourged him, and the soldiers platted a 
crown of thorns and put it on his head. 
“Behold, I bring him forth to you,” he said 
to the Jews, “that ye may know that I find 
no fault in him.” Why then did you scourge 
him, Pilate? -When the Lord Jesus came 
forth Pilate cried, “Behold the man!” It is 
evident that Pilate’s intention was to move 
them to pity, to make them realize that in 
this man they had no one to fear as a king. 
His visage was so marred more than any 
man, or (as another translation has it) 
“marred from that of man.” But instead 
of drawing forth pity, the sight drew 
added hatred, as they cried in their frenzy, 
“Crucify him!” 

For the fourth time Pilate attempted to 
get away from the fearful responsibility of 
passing judgment on this innocent man: 
“Take ye him, and crucify him: for I find 
no fault in him.” 

Then the Jews gave their reason for put- 
ting him to death, a reason that they all 
knew could have no weight in Roman law: 
“We have a law, and by our law he ought 
to die, because he made himself the Son of 
God.” 

When Pilate heard that, he was the more 
afraid. Already Pilate is trembling. He 
little understands the battle he is in: but 
he knows it is certainly not an ordinary 
case he is trying, for his own soul is trou- 
bled to the depths. Again: he goes into 
the palace and seeks to converse with the 
Lord Jesus, whom he has just scourged: 
“Whence art thou?” The Lord Jesus gave 
him no answer. Pilate is surprised that 
Christ should not seek in every way to win 
his favor: “Speakest thou not unto me? 


knowest thou not that I have power to 
crucify thee, and have power to release 
thee?” 


Thus did Pilate condemn himself, 
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It was true that he had authority to re- 
lease Christ! Why-did he not do it? 
The Lord answered that he would have 
no power against him except it were given 
him from above. The Roman governor 
was exercising his authority because the 
powers that be are ordained of God. In this 
case the authority from God was being used 
to put the Son of God to death. Then the 
Lerd Jesus told Pilate that the Jews who 
delivered him had greater sin than Pilate; 
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yet Pilate must bear his own guilt: Again - 
he was face to face with One who was 
altogether just, and altogether «gracious. 
Pilate was the ore determined to release 
him, and for the fifth time went out to per- 
suade the Jews to let Christ go. With 
Satan-directed cunning they answered: “If 
thou let this man go, thou art not Cesar’s 
friend: whosoever. maketh himself a king 
speaketh against Czsar.” 

(Continued on page 165) 














NOTES ON OPEN LETTERS 











True Scholarship and the 
Second Coming of Christ 


Can belief in God’s Word and true 
scholarship ga together? One must con- 
fess to strange and inexcusable ignorance 
if he doubts this. President Eggleston, of 
Hampden-Sydney College, whose graduates 
have totaled a larger number in the bio- 
graphical volume of leaders in various fields 
known as “Who’s Who in America” than 
any other American college or university, 
wrote a notable series of articles for Tue 
Sunpay ScHoot Times in 1936 on great 
scientists who were true Christians and 
staunch believers in the Scriptures. Such 
a scholar, scientist, and surgeon, honored 
by the learned societies of Europe and 
America, as Dr. Howard A. Kelly of Johns 
Hopkins University finds his scholarship 
and his implicit faith in God’s Word, in- 
cluding belief in the personal return of the 
Lord, in no way incompatible. A long 
list of outstanding Bible scholars could be 
given, including such giants as the late Dr. 
W. H. Griffith Thomas, as an impressive 
roll call of those holding “that blessed 
hope” of the Lord’s return as one of the 
clearly revealed and precious fundamentals 
of Scriptural truth. 

Recent issues have. told. how the “dis- 
covery” of the second coming of Christ 
has revolutionized lives and made the Bible 
a new book to many. Letters from two 
aged ministers were published in the Times 
of January 2-and February 6, each telling 
how his discovery of the premillennial sec- 
ond coming of Christ, late in life, marked 
a new beginning of Christian life and Bible 
study; one of these ministers, now seventy- 
seven, lived sixty-two years without the 
Blessed Hope; the other, now almost ninety, 
lived seventy years without this knowl- 
edge. Both-of them are now thanking the 
Lord that their eyes were opened, and re- 
joice to be among those who “love His 
appearing.” 

It is just as thrilling a discovery to young 
people as to older ones. The following 
letter from a Pennsylvania reader tells of 
a boy who was awakened and thrilled be- 
cause he was handed a copy of THE Sun- 
pAY ScHooL TIMES: 


An issue of Tae Sunpay Scnoot Times 
arrived Monday night. Tuesday morning 
it went out as a missionary in the pocket 
of a neighboring high school senior. One 
splendid young fellow read parts of it dur- 
ing a spare period. He had never before 
heard one word of the Second Coming or 
of present events in any way fulfilling Bible 





prophecy. He went home at noon, hunted 
up everything that he could find by him- 
self (totally ignorant of how or where to 


‘look), came back bursting with questions 


and interest. fe is the outstanding history 
student in this district. 

It may be interesting to know that 
through my giving a message on the neces- 
sity of believing and looking for Christ 
to come,—with the story of Simeon as 
a basis, —I was invited by my pastor to 
cease teaching in his church. He accused 
me of ignorance and being a back number, 
said no “scholar” believed any such stuff 
today: I really thought his definition ‘of 
scholar needed reconstruction, but, thank 
God, not one vestige of bitterness. was 
aroused in my heart. Instead, a burden of 
prayer which had been placed on my heart 
for him even before I met him has been in- 
tensified. With a God-given fervor and a 
Spirit-filled message, what a+ power for 
Christ he might be! He is really sincere, 
I am sure, but totally ignorant of real truth. 
He simply believes what he has been taught’ 
at a theological seminary near here. : 

We are hearing of some of the bigger 
folks in church circles being put “on the 
spot” by Modernists. I wonder if you have 
any idea how universally it is happening 
to laymen. I know of seventeen among 
my own acquaintances who in the last two 
years have been forced out, or smothered 
out of any chance to teach in the churches 
they were attending. This high school boy 
of whom I speak has been treated worse in 
the church which holds his membership 
than by his professors in high school, one ~ 
ef whom is an atheist. He has fearlessly 
stood out against evolution (changed his 
teacher’s point of view by his debate against 
it), against the modern ideas prevalent in 
problems of democracy, and has been al- 
lowed to give his original oration treating 
the Bible side of peace before his high 
school and in the district contest. He even 
set his high school principal to thinking 
and questioning him,-making him miss sev- 
eral classes. 

Maybe God is forcing us out of the house 
where we are not received, that our wit- 
nessing may reach farther to those who are 
sincerely. ignorant but nevertheless hungry. 
—A Pennsylvania reader. 


_In an early issue the Times will publish 
_a list of valuable beoks and pamphlets on 
the Second Coming of Christ, from which 
readers will find suggestions for their fur- 
ter study of this inexhaustible theme. And 
in next week’s Easter Number. of the 
Times the Editor’s series will continue with 
an article on “Prophecy’s Greatest Miracle.” 
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of the Evangelical Teacher Training Association 


A Nation-Wide Campaign for Well Trained Teachers 


| Encouraging repo:ts given at the recent annual meeting 


By Clarence H. Benson 








HE Moody Centenary Celebration in 

Chicago was a memorable occasion. 

In its eight day session, in which 
meetings were held almost continuously 
from eight in the morning until nine-thirty 
at night, it is estimated that more than 
75,000 were in attendance. On Friday, 
February 5, which was the anniversary of 
the birthday of D. L. Moody, the auditorium 
of the Moody Bible Institute held capacity 
crowds during the day, and in the evening 
15,000 filled the Chicago Coliseum and 
several thousand more were unable to gain 
entrance. 

It was fitting that the annual meeting 
of the Evangelical Teacher Training As- 
sociation should be held in connection with 
the Centenary Celebration, since its train- 
ing particularly stresses Bible study and 
personal evangelism. It was the universal 
need of these two things among lay-workers 
that was the real occasion for the founding 
of the Moody Bible Institute. It was also 
pointed out in one of the addresses that it 
was D. L. Moody who, in inaugurating the 
institute movement, fully realized the dream 
of Bishop Vincent of institutional training 
for Sunday school teachers that would ap- 
proximate the normal training of public 
instructors. It was really D. L. Moody 
who made it possible for the Evangelical 
Teacher Training Association to introduce 
a new era in teacher training. | 

The report of the Secretary showed that 
the Association continues to move forward, 
constantly enlarging the field of its influ- 
ence and increasing the number of its 
friends. During the past year the number 
of co-operating schools has been increased 
from 64 to 81, and no less than 540 diplomas 
have been issued, which is one-third 6f 
the total number that have been awarded 
in the six years of the Association’s exist- 
ence. 


*Doubled Our Previous Attendance”’ 


Several encouraging excerpts of letters 
from co-operating schools were read. One 
institute wrote: “We are gaining ground 
rapidly. The efficient work of last year’s 
graduates from the Standard Training 
Course has become the best advertisement 
for our school in the various churches. The 
prospect of graduating another group of 
young men and women this coming spring 
to send into the various districts fills us 
with the hope of a distinct change in many 
of our Sunday schools.” An eastern school 
reports that “the work is progressing be- 
yond the most sanguine expectation. We 
have just begun our winter term and have 
doubled our previous attendance.” A col- 
lege president in his letter declares, “I be- 
lieve the Evangelical Teacher Training As- 
sociation has a grat future before it.” 

In the Preliminary Training Course ap- 
proximately 35,000 manuals have been issued 
to enrolled students and 6,748 certificates 
of credit awarded. The Secretary has been 
.instrumental in organizing 70 new classes in 
the past five months, and there were many 


Four times as many Bible institutes 
and Christian colleges are now co- 
operating with the Evangelical Teacher 
Training Association as were associ- 
ated with it five years ago, when an 
account of the beginning of the work 
was published in The Sunday School 
Times (March 19, 1932}. Pastors and 
Sunday school workers all over ‘the 
country are enthusiastic over this re- 
vival of teacher training, which is 
founded on the whole Bible as the ver- 
bally inspired and infallible Word of 
God. In this article Mr. Benson traces 
the rapid growth of the Association 
during the six years of its existence, 
and quotes from numerous addresses 
given in the symposium on teacher 
training at the recent convention. Mr. 

m is the Director of the Christian 
Education Course at the Moody Bible 
Institute and has just been re-elected 
as Secretary and Treasurer of the Evan- 
gelical Teacher Training Association. 








others that were started independently, 
The first teacher’s certificate has just been 
awarded to a graduate in South Africa, 
Miss Mary Payne, who is instructing 
Bantu children and doing a remarkable 
work. A new impetus was given to the 
Preliminary Training Course, and a closer 
relationship among the church, com- 
munity classes, and the co-operating schools 
was brought about through the printing 
of the names of all the institutions offering 
the Standard Training Course on each 
certificate of credit. These certificates of 
credit awarded for the completion of any 
one of the six units of the Preliminary 
Training are now recognized and accepted 
as partial work toward the completion of 
the Standard Training Course at any of 
the co-operating schools of the Association. 
Inspiring testimonials regarding the Pre- 
liminary Training Course were also read. 
Mrs. Ethel S. Low, whose lesson article, 
“For Primary Teachers,” appears each 
week in THe Sunpay ScHoot Times, 
writes: “The more I teach the course, the 
more enthusiastic I am about it. I am 
planning a conference trip in May and June 
and shall boost this work everywhere I 
speak, for I believe it is the key to much 
of our Sunday school weakness.” An- 
other teacher, who is a graduate of sev- 
eral training courses, says that the manuals 
of the Association are the best she has ever 
seen. “They are sound, compact, compre- 
hensive, and interesting.” 

The report of the nominating committee, 
which was adopted, recommended for re- 
election the following officers and members 
of the Executive Committee : 


Robert C. McQuilkin, D.D., President. 

Elbert L. McCreery, D.D., Vice-Presi- 
dent. 

Clarence H. Benson, Secretary-Treasurer, 

J. Oliver Buswell, D.D. 

William B. Riley, D.D. 

Dixon A. Burns. 


The committee also recommended that 


Howard Ferrin, President of the Provi- 
dence Bible Institute, be elected to fill the 
place of the late Dr. Lew Wade -Gosnell, 
and that a representative from the Middle 
West be added to the Executive Committee, 
V. E. Brace, President of the Colorado 
School of the Bible, was named for this 
place. The vacancy on the Textbook Com- 
mittee, caused by the resignation of R. A. 
Forrest, was filled by the election of Pro- 
fessor C. Benton Eavey of Wheaton Col- 
lege. In order that the Association might 
have full authority to enlarge the Executive 
Committee at its annual meeting without 
petitioning all the co-operating members, 
action was taken whereby, in addition to 
the officers, the minimum number of mem- 
bers of the Executive Committee was estab- 
lished as five and the maximum as nine, 
The discussion on textbooks, which was 
the order of the day, proved profitable and 
practical. One of the members, who has 
recently examined approximately 150 of 
the texts that have been prepared and rec- 
ommended for denominational training, said 
that not more than two could be fully ap- 
proved. He said that if the ‘Association 
rendered no further service to:the Church 
than the production of orthodox ttexthooks, 
its existence would have been fully justi- 
fied. Not only is its purpose to encourage 
competent writers to prepare suitable texts, 
but also to investigate every volume. that 
is coming from the press with the possi- 
bility of its use. 


More Pupils for the Trained Teachers 
The. Secretary spoke of his earnest de- 


sire that the Association take an advance . 


step in the appointment of a field secretary. 
He pointed out the serious situation that 
confronts the Church as well as the nation 
in the dwindling Sunday schcol, and the 
need for the Association to take a stand 
for the enlargement as well as the improve- 
ment of the Sunday school. He urged the 
prayerful consideration of the appointment 
of a field representative, who. would not 
only organize training classes, but inspire 
and direct a movement in the local churches 
to canvass the community in order to enroll 
the unreached for the Sunday school. While 
the Association is not as yet financially in 
position to engage the services of a field 
secretary, the plan was heartily endorsed 
and commended to its friends for their 
prayerful consideration, with the hope that 
the means would soon be supplied for this 
advance movement. 

Another matter that claimed consider- 
able time and attention was the relation of 
the Evangelical Teacher Training Associa- 
tion to the Bible’ Institute Convocation 
which had held its first meeting the pre- 
vious year. The consensus of opinion was 
that the Bible Institute Convocation should 
be entirely apart from the Association and 
should be enlarged to include ‘all evangel- 
ical educational institutions. As the Con- 
vocation of Evangelical Educational Insti- 
tutions will concern itself with standards, 
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exchange of credits, and other matters hav- 
ing to do with a better co-operation of the 
schools that are in one accord in their doc- 
trinal position, the Evangelical Teacher 
Training Association is now at liberty to 
confine itself exclusively to the development 
and promotion of the teacher training move- 
ment, For this reason it was moved and 
adopted that the members of the Associa- 
tion be petitioned for a change in the Ar- 
+ ticles of Organization, which would pro- 
vide for bi-annual ‘meetings and make the 
character of these gatherings largely in- 
spirational. Philadelphia was selected as 
the next place of meeting, 

At the symposium on “Teacher Train- 
ing,” presented in the auditorium of the 
Moody Bible Institute, Dr. Elbert K. Mc- 
Creery, dean of the Bible Institute of Los 
Angeles, spoke on the value of training for 
parent-teachers. “We recognize,” he said, 
“that the hope for the future lies in the 
training of the boys and girls of today. 
But when should we begin? I am reminded 
of the statement that the training of chil- 
dren ought to begin forty years before they 
are born, If that isn’t parent-teacher train- 
ing, I don’t know what is. It means that 
we have to begin training the child with 
the parents and even with the grandpar- 
ents. I want to lay emphasis on the im- 
portance of the training in the home by the 
parents, and shall I say primarily by the 
mother of that home, as she instructs the 
little ones from infancy concerning the great 
truths of God. It is there that the foun- 
dation .is. laid for the future stability of 
stich men:as D. L. Moody. How much we 
owe: to the mother of D. L. Moody! How 
much I owe to my godly mother, for the 
instruction I received at her knee! We all 
recognize how tremendously important is 
that which comes to us in early childhood. 
It is here that the importance of teacher 
training for the parent comes in. The 
parent ought to be prepared to teach, so 
that in this first great school the little chil- 
dren may come under those influences which 
shall result in salvation for the child, and 
then for a position of leadership in Chris- 
tian service.” 

A Pastor’s Commendation 


Avery forceful and searching address 
was given by P. B. Chenault, pastor of the 
Walnut Street Baptist Church of Water- 
loo, Iowa. Speaking on “Teacher Train- 
ing in the Town Church,” he said: “How 
we thank God that he has raised up the 
Christian Education Course of the Moody 
Bible Institute and its director, where this 
great Teacher Training Association has 
been born! How we praise God for the 
colleges, seminaries, Bible schools who have 
endorsed and have placed this wonderful 
course of training within their institutions! 
It has been my privilege to direct the foot- 
steps of more than a score of young men 
and women to the Moody Bible Institute 
to take training. Out of all who have gone 
out, only one has returned to the local 
church. I sent twenty out, and got one 
back. How long will it take me to build 
up a staff of trained teachers if I am going 
to depend on the Moody Bible Institute or 
Wheaton College to help me_ evangelize 
oe ee ee 

“What we need is teacher training in 
our Own institutions, in our own churches; 
and thank God the Preliminary. Training 
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Course that is being presented to you this 
afternoon can be brought right to your local 
church, and your teachers can be instructed 
in the Word of God. I don’t know how 
you fellow pastors feel, but this is my ex- 
perience. It is a great deal easier to get 
boys and girls into our Sunday schools 
today than it is to get the Word of God 
taught to them after we get them there. 

“When we had our canvass of Waterloo 
and found four thousand wunreached for 
Christ, we discovered twice as many 
teachers were needed. We perfected that 
organization to the best of our ability, and 
since October one thousand boys and girls 
have been put on the enrollment. I want 
to say to you that my problem is to teach 
and train these teachers who have never 
had any instruction, and it has been solved 
for me in the courses of the Evangelical 
Teacher Training Association. 

“Let me give my testimony now of more 
than two years ago when we began a train- 
ing class in LaSalle, Ill, After seventeen 
years of experience as a Sunday school 
teacher and Christian worker, I had never 
found a better corps of teachers so far as 
a knowledge of the Word is concerned, and 
as wholly separated and consecrated, clean 
Christian lives. But despite these excel- 
lent qualifications, those men and women 
did not know how to teach the Word of 
God nor did they know the boys and girls 
they were supposed to teach. 


A Neighborhood Class 


“We started a training class. Seventy- 
five men and women enrolled —not only 
our teachers, but other teachers in the 
vicinity, some traveling a distance of thirty 
miles, — and graduated from the first unit 
of the Preliminary Training Course. And 


out of the 75 graduates, 74 enrolled in the 


next unit, and shortly thereafter we left, 
but I understand nearly all of them have 
now completed the entire course. 

“May God help us as pastors and 


churches to become awake concerning the 


millions of boys and girls now getting no 
religious instruction, and let us be con- 
cerned about those whom the Lord has en- 
trusted to us, that we may make the best 
of the opportunity in teaching them the 
Word of God; and the only way to do so is 
to have trained teachers, and for the most 
part they must be trained in our local 
fields.” 

E. O. Ddtrirk pastor of the Marquette 
Manor Baptist Church of Chicago, was 
heard next on “Teacher Training in the 
City Church.” Mr. Odegard has four 
teacher training classes in his church. Two 
meet on Wednesday night, one during the 
Sunday school hour, and one before the 
regular Sunday evening service. This may 
explain why the Marquette Manor Sun- 
day School is recognized by some as one 
of the best schools in the city. 

“If you ask me whether I think it worth 
while,” said this enterprising pastor, “I 
would reply that the teacher training classes 
in our church,: aside from the midweek 
she did meeting, are the last thing I would 

ever give up. aim is to make each 
teacher a trained teacher. You can’t force 
it; you have to take time. Some cannot 
take it, but we are coming to it, and I 
am hoping before very long. 

“What has the Preliminary Training 
Course done for our church? It has been 
a tremendous blessing. and .an inspiration 
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to me as pastor. No one can teach this 
course without receiving the greatest bless- 
ing for himself, and inspiration comes to 
me as I watch teachers doing their work 
from Sunday to Sunday and during the 
week as well. 

“Second, it creates real interest in the 
Word of God. During the first course 
I gave, several in our Sunday school read 
the entire Bible through, became interested 
in the Bible as the Word of God. 

“In the third place, it has created a 
keener interest on the part of the teachers 
in the children, because they have come to 
understand children better, and I can also 
truly say that the Preliminary Training 
Course, together with the All Bible Graded 
Series of Sunday School Lessons, has done 
much to spiritualize our Sunday school and 
our church. The teaching is far more thor- 
ough than it used to be, it is more con- 
sistent, and we have more conversions in 
our Simday school now than we have ever 
had before. 

“I have been watching, and almost evéry 
Sunday teachers come and tell me, ‘One, 
or two, or three, of my boys this morning 
accepted the Lord Jesus Christ as Sav- 
iour,’ and I believe it is largely due to 
the fact that they are trained, have come 
to love the Bible, and to understand the 
children, and know how to lead them into’ 
a saving knowledge of the Lord Jesus 
Christ. 

“Pastors and Sunday school superintend- 
ents, as well as teachers, we ought never 
to be satisfied until we can give to these 
children, entrusted to us one hour of the 
week, the very best, and I don’t believe 
we can give them the very best and meet 
the expectation of Christian parents until 
we have thoroughly trained teachers in our 
Sunday schools.” 


Fourteen Bible Institutes Established 


V. E. Brace, President of the Colorado 
School of the Bible, which is training Sun- 
day school teachers from eighty-two 
churches, spoke on “Teacher Training in 
the Bible Institute.” The Colorado School 
of the Bible is one of fourteen institutes 
that have come into existence as a result 
of the formation of the Evangelical Teacher 
Training Association. It confines its min- 
istry largely to. the Standard Training 
Course and awards the diploma of the As- 
sociation, 

“One of the most important problems of 
the modern Sunday school,” Mr. Brace said, 
‘Gs that of trained teachers. Boys and girls 
are accustomed to sit under trained: teachers 
in the public schnols, and they readily 
associate those teachers with ali that bears 
the name ‘school,’ including the Sunday 
school, If the latter is deficient in trained 
instructors, the lack is soon apparent to 
the pupil. Immediately, he passes judg- 
ment on the Sunday school and the Church 
as being inferior to the public school. 

“Among conditions peculiar to a large 
city which reveal the need for teacher train- 
ing, we find the following: 


“1. Every pupil is confronted with com- 
petitive attractions. It is nothing extraordi- 
nary for a pupil to leave one Sunday school 
to attend another in the next block just 
because he likes the teacher better. The 
question for us to settle is why one teacher 


‘is better liked than another. Often it is 


because one has been trained for the special 
task of teaching that particular age group. 











Lesson for March 21 


He knows his class and just how to inter- 
est them in the lesson. 


“2. The second condition is the fact that 
discipline is more of a problem. The Sun- 
day school teacher cannot adopt the authori- 
tative methods in vogue in the public school. 
ghee There is not the degree of authority exist- 
ve ing in the Sunday school that is possible 

Ke in secular instruction. There is no truancy 
law to compel Sunday school attendance, 
and it is questionable whether the ban of 
expulsion can be applied to the unruly 
pupil. The true mission of the Church 
after all is to hold on to the disorderly 
member rather than attempt to get rid of 
him. Pupils can be trained in orderliness, 
- and Christian discipline can be exercised 
in every Sunday school when teachers and 
officers have been properly prepared for 
their task. 


“3. Added to competitive attractions and 
problems of discipline, we have the dearth 
of spiritual instruction. Many churches are 
giving ‘chaff’ instead of ‘wheat,’ a ‘stone’ 
instead of ‘bread.’ The hungry soul is 
ignorant of- its needs. It knows when it 
is satisfied, but does not know what satis- 
fies. It seeks satisfaction in the Church, 
and when it is turned away empty it is at 
a loss to know what to do, . It is in a spir- 
itual desert. ; 

“Thus we see the great need for teacher 
training. At best, the number who are be- 
ing trained are very few. Christian work- 
ers generally sense the need more and 
more. 

“To show that our school has proved 
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practical for the city of Denver,” says Mr. 
Brace, “one superintendent said to me: 
‘We have learned that our workers can get 
better training at the Colorado School of 
the Bible, and are specialists in their sub- 
jects, than we could give them in our church 
training classes. Therefore, we are adopt- 
ing the School as our own teacher train- 
ing class, and urging our people to attend.” 

Dr. J. Oliver Buswell, President of 
Wheaton College, to whom had been as- 
signed the topic, ‘Teacher Training in the 
College,” said: “I believe in teacher train- 
ing because only by training can the con- 
tent of the Gospel be so placed in the minds 
of the teachers. that this content of the 
message may be carried on into the hearts 
of the students.” 

Wheaton College is one of the charter 
members of the Evangelical Teacher Train- 
ing Association, and the able support that 
has been given to the training movement by 
Dr. Buswell as well as Professor C. B. 
Eavey has aroused the interest of the stu- 
dent body in both the Standard and Pre- 
liminary Training Courses. 

In the concluding address, the Secretary 
of the Association demonstrated the large 
place taken by D. L. Moody in the estab- 
lishment of the Evangelical Teacher Train- 
ing Association, although the movement did 
not come into existence until thirty-two 
years after his death. 


(Mr. Benson’s address on “D. L., 
Moody and the Evangelical Teacher 
Training Association” will be published 
in an early issue of the Times.) 








Where teachers must first be taught each 
week, and pictures are much in demand 





Going to Sunday School in the Sudan 


By John Hay tateder cision 
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OU may travel hundreds and hundreds 
Yui miles through the Sudan, —a part 

of Africa as-big as France, Germany, 
India, and Great Britain,—and pass 
through tribe after tribe and never see a 
Sunday school. It is only where a mission 
station has been established that you can 
expect to see one. Yet, when you do have 
the privilege of attending one of these Af- 
rican schools it is a thrilling experience 
indeed. 

The first thing that is likely to attract 
the attention of the visitor is the “bell” 
used to announce the time to the scholars 
who, of course, have no watches or clocks 
in their homes. On a near-by tree is sus- 
pended a piece of railroad iron, and boys 
take turns in beating this with a large 
hammer or other piece of iron. There is 
quite a trick in the hanging of this im- 
provised “bell,” for if too much wire is 
used the tone will not be a clear one to 
carry to the far-off sections of the town. 
Care must be taken in the beating of that 
iron or bruised fingers will be the result! 

The Sunday school is usually held in 
the mud-brick, grass-roof building used as 
the church, and a passage divides the seats 
so that the boys may sit on one side and 
the girls quite separate on the other. The 





superintendent is generally one of the 
women: missionaries, and she has a busy 
hour in handling the crowd of children, 





especially when many who are quite un- 
used to an orderly meeting accept the in- 
vitation to be present. The children love 
the choruses, and it thrills the visitor to 
hear those Negro veices sing: 

“Halleluya, ga Wo mwamwa, 

Halleluya, Ameen. 

Halleluya, da nabari, 

To she pee saheem.” 


Interpreted, this means: 


“Hallelujah! give Him honor, 
Hallelujah, Amen. 

Hallelujah, tell the story 

And do not keep quiet at this time.” 

This is sung to the tune of “Hailelujah, 
Thine the Glory.” 

The Golden Text very possibly has had 
to be specially translated for the Sunday 
school, in places where the Scriptures are 
not yet in print, and so is written on the 
blackboard and learned there in the school. 
Sometimes the tiny tots are asked to quote 
a favorite portion, and a little one is sure 
to rise and lisp, “Fye fwa abi cekuri ba be 
Mi ’ba” (“Suffer little children to come 
unto me”), 

In preparation for this Sunday school 
there has been a teacher training class. The 
superintendent has taken her little company 
aside and taught the lesson to them very 
carefully, and so, after the opening exer- 
cises they go to their classes, some of which 
are held outside the building under shady 
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trees. A Sudanese Sunday school is likely 
to be interrupted many times during one 
session. Should the Chief and his followers 
pass by there is much noise and excitement, 
and then monkeys, dogs, and birds often 
come around as if in wonderment at the 
proceedings. Many of the children carry 
little ones on their backs, and the only 
way to pacify the babies is for those on 
whose backs they are tied to stand, or pace 
up and down, while the lesson is being 
taught! 

As soon as the class period is over, the 
missionary gives a little talk, and then 
“Little Jetts” and other means are used 
to follow up the teaching. During these 
closing exercises two of the workers go 
around with the picture cards, and it is 
hard for the pupils to await dismissal be= 
fore the excitement of “changing” com- 
mences. The African loves to barter, and 
it always seems as though the other fellow 
had the most desirable card! Those cards 
which show rural scenes, of flowers and 
trees only, are not as acceptable as the 
others showing men and children, but even 
of them these scholars are particular. They 
do not like Holman Hunt's picture of “The 
Hope of the World” which, you remember, 
shows the Master with his arms around the 
children of the world. Their reason for 
disapproval is that the African boy is seen 
as having no clothes while the other chil- 
dren are well dressed! Alas, the superin- 
tendent cannot usually keep up with ‘the’ 
demand for the cards, even if only one: 
hundred a week are required, so papers and’ 
magazines have been searched for ‘suitable 
pictures for the occasion. When all the 
“changing” has been done that can be done, 
off the pupils go to their huts, and ‘when: 
you visit their homes later on, you: will’' 
find these Bible cards and magazine adver- 
tisements side by side plastered on the’ 
wall of the hut! ; 


How kind was our Saviour to bid the children 
welcome ; 

But there are many thousands who have never 
heard His Name. 

The Bible they have never read: they know not 
that the Saviour said, 

“Suffer the little children to come unto Me.” 


May we count on the Lord’s people in- 
terested in Sunday school work to join 
with us in prayer that soon there will be 
hundreds of happy gatherings in the great 
Sudan? 

ARLINGTON, VA. 


Pilate Before Christ 


(An editorial, from the second page) 


They had touched Pilate’s heart. Paul 
said, “To me to live is Christ.” Pilate 
was saying, “To me to live is self.” He 


believed that his position and his life, and 
all that was worth while in life, depended 
upon Czesar. 

Still, he is not willing to give up the 
thought that the Jews might release the 
Lord Jesus. He brought him forth and sat 
in the judgment-seat. He said to the Jews, 
“Behold your King!” It was the sixth 
time that he made’ an appeal. The words 
were probably spoken’ in bitter irony, and 
yet with the hope that the Jews would 
realize that this me2n was far from being 
a king. Again ¢ame'the cry of enraged 
hatred, “Away with him, away with him; 
cruci:y him!” Without knowing that he 
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was doing it, Pilate pressed those Jewish 
leaders into a terrible place when he asked, 
“Shall I crucify. your King?” The chief 
priests gave their fateful answer, “We have 
no king but Czsar.” 

With that word, Pilate delivered him to 
them, still refraining from passing official 
judgment upon the Lord Jesus, and having 
recognized no cause of death in him. 

The last words recorded of Pilate were 
his answer to the ‘Jews who wanted to 
change the writing over the cross, “Jesus 
ef Nazareth, the King of the Jews.” His 
answer was, “What I have written I have 
written.” Yes, Pilate had written his own 
title as well. When he as the Roman gov- 
ernor decided what to do with Christ, he 
decided also the eternal destiny of his own 
soul. Christ is the judge and the divider 
of men. What a man does with Jesus Christ 
determines infallibly what God can do with 
that man. 

Today every man chooses whether to de- 
liver the Lord Jesus to be crucified, or to 
bow before him as the Way, the Truth, and 
the Life. How could the Jews choose a 


robber in the place of the Holy and Just. 


One, a murderer in place of the Prince of 
Life? Yet it is just this choice each man 
makes when he rejects Jesus Christ today. 

Pilate did every thing except the one 
thing that he knew he should have done. 
He should have released him. But there 
was but one way for Pilate to do that. 
Pilate, like the Jews, had no king but 
‘Gxesar._ He had his opportunity to learn 
the truth from him who is the Truth, He 
had his opportunity to bow before him who 
is the King. Had he personally accepted 
Christ, he would have had grace to do his 
official duty. 

Pilate answered the question, “What shall 
I do then with Jesus?” by delivering him 
to be crucified. But it was not really 
Pilate that sent Christ to the cross. It 
was our sins that sent him there. Shall 
we make it personal, and say, “My sin put 
Christ there”? Then we remember, with 
a great gladness, that his death atones for 
those very sins that sent him to the cross. 

Tradition says that Pilate, like Judas, 
took his own life. But he committed spir- 
itual suicide when he delivered the Lord 
Jesus to be crucified. And every man to- 
day who rejects Christ follows Pilate and 
the Jews in committing spiritual suicide. 





Girls’ Problems of Today 


Discussed by Mother Ruth 





Dear Mother Ruth: I do not know whether 
you can help me, or whether it is something 
I must work out for myself, but I am in such 
torment that I must at least tell some one. I 
have attended Sunday school all my life, and do 
not enjoy worldly amusements, but know that 
cam never save me. Ever gince I heard a cer- 
tain sermon on the Second Coming, when I was 
just a little girl, I have been praying to find 
Jesus and salvation. I have spent days search- 
ing the Scriptures, but it always ends the same 
_ way, something dreadful pressing down on my 
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sovl, and shouting, “You are doomed” — until 
I am desperate. 

I know Jesus was the lamb slain for the 
salvation of the world, and that he said, “Him 
that cometh to me, I will in no’ wise cast out.” 
I have prayed for him to wash my sins away 
in his precious blood, but something is wrong 
on my part, and he doesn’t hear me. I can’t 
seem to get in touch with him. I know it’s 
my fault, because my friends find such meas- 
ureless joy in fellowship with him, and it cuts 
my soul to the center when they speak of his 
Second Coming. 

A week ago, in earnest prayer, Jesus revealed 
himself to me. I knew then I was saved, and 
I had that peace which the world cannot give 
or take away. I thought my days of torment 
were over, but the Devil got busy, and that 
wonderful vision slipped away from me. I can’t 
understand why, because others are saved once 
and never seem to lose sight of the cross and 
Jesus. Will you pray for me, and suggest 
where I am letting something come between 
Jesus and me? I will continue to search the 
Scripture until I read your answer, and hope 
he will guide you to help me.—Troubled. 


Y DEAR GIRL: Your real trouble 

you have expressed in the first two 
lines of your letter —you are trying to 
work out this difficulty yourself. We never 
get anywhere, my child, so long as we 
try to do the work of getting rid of those 
things which interfere with God’s plan of 
salvation. We must come to him as we 
are, and give ourselves to him to do the 
work of cleansing and purifying by his 
own precious blood. Accept the blood of 
Jesus Christ as all sufficient to release you 
from your bondage, and you will find lib- 
erty in accepting him! “Fear hath tor- 
ment,” we are told in 1 John 4:18, and 
your torment comes from your horrible 
doubts. 

You are listening to the words of the 
enemy and allowing him to influence you. 
You say you do not feel anything but a 
“pressing down on my soul.” Why encour- 
age such thoughts? ‘Why ever repeat them? 
Why not scoff and laugh at them, when 
they are filled with hateful doubt in the 
God of Heaven and his Word? Search 
the Scriptures and find that Jesus Christ 
says, “Him that cometh to me I will in 
no wise cast out” (John 6:37); and then 
take your stand on that, and know it is 
truth, because the Lord Jesus said it! 

How can you say that the blessed Re- 
deemer does not hear you? Do you real- 
ize what this implies? I am sure you do 
not, or you would not even think it! 
God is absolutely true and faithful, and if 
you ever hope to grow at all in the Chris- 
tian life, you must shake off this doubt, 
and never allow Satan to have any influ- 
ence over you. Believe in your heart that 
God is true and means just what he has 
said, and if you believe him you will never 
doubt him again. The enemy is just the 
same as he has always been. Read John 
8: 44 and then never aecept this tormenting 
from him again. “Resist the devil, and he 
will flee from you” (Jas. 4:7); go on to 
the next verse and read, “Draw nigh to 
God, and he will draw nigh to you.” 

Make up your mind that your thoughts 
shall not be on the experiences of others, 
but that you will come to know the Lord 
Jesus Christ for yourself. If he sees fit 
to give your friends joy, while you seem 
to be lacking in it, make up your mind that 
you will accept just what God sends you, 


-and rejoice in him, until he sees the time 


has come when he wants you to have a 


great outpouring of joy. It will come, but ° 


I believe it will be when you take your 


.eyes off of others, forget self, and wait 
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upon God. Then you will find your soul 
full of faith, and cleared of all doubts. 
Remember that salvation is not the whole 
experience you are to have... Only today 
I read, “It is an unhappy circumstance that 
so many Christians look upon salvation of 
the soul as the goal rather than as the 
starting point of faith.” Never place any- 
thing in the way of the growth of your 
soul. While you may not want or desire 
the worldliness all about you, surely you 
will not take up with a greater sin, and 
that the sin of doubt! Oh, my dear girl, 
love your God with ai] your heart, and then 
your doubts will be gone, and Satan will 
not be able even to suggest any doubts, 
fears, or anything which will hinder your 
life in Christ. God help you to have the 
full enjoyment of the abundant life in him! 








Notes from a 
Layman's Greek Testament 
By Ermest Gordon 














A Side Light on the Lesson in This Issue 


6 OK upon himself the form of a 

servant,” in the great Christological 
passage in Philippians 2, should perhaps 
rather read, “the status of a slave.” This 
was certainly so of Jesus’. death. Cruci- 
fixion was called by the Romans the sup- 
plicium servile, “the punishment for slaves.” 
The apostle Paul must often have remem- 
bered that he could not suffer the fate of 
his Master. A Roman citizen could never 
be crucified, 

And there were other humiliations. It 
was the Roman custom to put the worst 
criminal in the central place. Here is the 
supreme paradox of the crucifixion. The 
perfect man takes the place of the most 
sinful, because he bore the sins of the world, 

He was crucified at the place of a skull. 
He was obedient mechri, “as far as,” to 
death, not unto death, for he was victor 
over death. 

When one reads of our blessed Lord’s 
sufferings one should recall that he had, in 
earlier years, probably seen men crucified 
and during all his life knew to what he 
was going. One can imagine what a strain 
that must have been. Only God in man 
could have borne it. 

There is a long-standing tradition that 
the impenitent thief was a Jew, the penitent 
a Gentile. This would mean that he was 
numbered with transgressors (Mark 15: 
28) of both peoples. “If thou be fhe Mes- 
siah, save thyself and us” (Luke 23:30) 
would certify the impenitent thief as a Jew. 
The phrase of the penitent thief, “Dost not 
thou fear God?” immediately recalls the 
phrase so often used of Gentiles in the Acts. 
Cornelius, the centurion, was described as 
“one that feareth God,” and Paul, stand- 
ing up, said, “Men of Israel, and ye that 
fear God” (Acts 13: 16). 

Luke is the only evangelist who relates 
this incident, and in his Gospel he often 
mentions creditable Gentile incidents. It is 
also noticeable that our Lord should say, 


“This day shalt thou be with me in para- 


dise,” using the Greek. word that brings 
the thought back far beyond the call of 
Abraham to the beginning of the whole race 
of man, and promising a Paradise regained 
for that which was lost. 
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LESSON 12. MAR. 21. JOHN'S PICTURE OF THE TRIAL AND CRUCIFIXION 


International Uniform Lesson:—John 18:1 to 19: 42; printed text, John 19: 4-9, 14-18, 25-30 
Golden Text.—Hereby perceive we the love of God, because he laid down his life for us.—1 John 3:16 








The portion of the text indicated by the International Lesson Committee 
or printing in the lesson helps is John 19:4-9, 14-18, 25-30 


Kinc James VERSION 


John 19:4 Pilate therefore went forth again, and saith unto them, 
Behold, I bring him forth to you, that ye may know that I find no 
fault in him. 

5 Then came Jesus forth, wearing the crown of thorns, and the 
purple robe. Pilate saith unto them, Behold the man! 

6 When the chief priests therefore and officers saw him, they cried 
out, saying, Crucify him, crucify him. Pilate saith unto them, Take 
ye him, and crucify him: for I find no fault in him. 

7 The Jews ans him, We have a law, and by our law he 
ought to die, because he made himself the Son of God. 

8 When Pilate therefore heard that saying, he was the more afraid; 

9 And went — into the judgment hail, and saith unto Jesus, 
Whence art thou? But Jesus gave him no answer. 


14 And it was the preparation of the passover, and about the sixth 
hour: and he saith unto the Jews, Behold your King! 

15 But they cried out, Away with kim, away with him, crucify 
him. Pilate saith unto them, Shall I crucify your King? The chief 
priests answered, We have no king but Cesar. 

16 Then delivered he him therefore unto them to be crucified. 
they took Jesus, and led him away. 

17 And he ring his cross went forth into a place called the 
place of a skull, which is called in the Hebrew Golgotha: 

18 Where they crucified him, and two other with him, on either 
side one, and Jesus in the midst. 

25 Now there stood by the cross of Jesus his mother, and his 
mother’s sister, Mary the wife of Cleophas, and Mary Magdalene. 

26 When Jesus therefore saw his mother, and the disciple standing 
by, whom he loved, he saith unto his mother, Woman, behold thy son! 

27 Then saith he to the disciple, Behold thy mother! And from 
that hour that disciple took her unto his own home. 

28 After this, Jesus knowing that all things were now accom- 
plished, that the scripture might be fulfilled, saith, I thirst. 

29 Now there was set a vessel full of vinegar: and they filled 
a a with vinegar, and put if upon hyssop, and put it to his 
mou 

30 When Jesus therefore had received the vinegar, he said, It is 
finished: and he bowed his head, and gave up the ghost. 
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AMERICAN STANDARD VERSION 


John 19:4 And Pilate went out again, and saith unto them, 
Behold, I bring him out to you, that ye may know that I find no 
crime in him. 5 Jesus therefore came out, wearing the crown of 
thorns and the purple garment. And Pilate saith unto them, Behold, 
the man! 6 When therefore the chief priests and the officers saw 
him, they cried out, saying, Crucify him, crucify him! Pilate saith 
unto them, Take him yourselves, and crucify him: for I find no 
crime in him. 7 The Jews answered him, We have a law, and 
that law he ought to die, because he made himself the Son of 
8 When Pilate therefore heard this saying, he was the more afraid; 
9 and he entered into the + Pretorium again, and saith unto Jesus, 
Whence art thou? But Jesus gave him no answer. 


14 Now it was the Preparation of the passover: it was about the 
sixth hour. And he saith unto the Jews, Behold, your King! 15 They 
therefore cried out, Away with him, away with him, crucify him! 
Pilate saith unto them, Shall I crucify your King? The chief priests 
answered, We have no king but Cesar. 16 Then therefore he deliv- 
ered him unto them to be crucified. 

17 They took Jesus therefore: and he went out, bearing the cross 
for himself, unto the place called The place of a skull, which is 
called in Hebrew Golgotha: 18 where they crucified him, and with 
him two others, on either side one, and Jesus in the midst. 

25 These things therefore the soldiers did. But there were stand- 
ing by the cross of Jesus his mother, and his mother’s sister, Mary 
the wife of Clopas, and Mary Magdalene. 26 When Jesus there- 
fore saw his mother, and the disciple standing by whom he loved, 
he saith unto his mother, Woman, behold, thy son! 27 Then saith 
he to the disciple, Behold, thy mother! And from that hour the 
disciple took her unto his own home. b 

28 After this Jesus, knowing that all things are now finished, *? that 
the scripture might be accomplished, saith, I thirst. 29 There was 
set there a vessel full of vinegar: so they put a sponge full of the 
vinegar upon hyssop, and brought it to his mouth. 30 When Jesus 
therefore had received the vinegar, he said, It is finished: and he 
bowed his head, and gave up his spirit. 

10Or, palace. * Psa. 69: 21. 
The American Standard Version, and the International Uniform Sunday 
School Lesson Outlines, are copyrighted by the International 
Council of Religious Education and used by permission. 
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The Lesson as a Whole 


By Robert C. McQuilkin, D.D. 
President Columbia Bible College 


Approach to the Lesson " 


T WAS after our Lord’s prayer, “Father, 

the hour is come; glorify thy Son,” that 

he went immediately to the agony in 
Gethsemane and a few hours later to the 
shameful cross. Nothing in ali human 
records, and nothing in man’s imagination, 
has ever touched the depths of shame and 
humiliation and injustice of our Lord’s trial 
and crucifixion. Where then was the 
glory? In the amazing plan of God the 
shame and agony are far exceeded by the 
glory, which not alone follows the death, 
but which proceeds out from the death. 
The Historical Setting 

Most scholars would place the death of 
our Lord at three o’clock in the afternoon 
of Friday the fifteenth of Nisan, probably 
April 7, A. D. 30. 


The Heart of the Lesson 


What are we to see as once more we 
look upon Christ crucified for us? The 
two chapters in John that follow the “Holy 
of Holies,” the seventeenth chapter, take 
us into the depths of suffering and of 
sin, and into the darkness of hell. At the 
cross we see sin as we can see it nowhere 
else. We see the measure of our own sin, 
for nothing else could atone for it but 


Calvary. But above all else, and including 
all else, we see the love of God: “Hereby 
perceive we the love of God, because he 
laid down his life for us” (1 John 3: 16). 
He loved Judas, and sought to turn him 
from his purpose. He loved the Jewish 
rulers, and did everything to win them. He 
loved and pitied the Jewish people, who 
were bringing sorrow upon themselves. He 
loved the soldiers, and prayed, “Father, 
forgive them.” He loved Pilate, and sought 
to reveal to him the truth. But we have 
learned this lesson only if we are able to 
say, with Paul, “the Son of God, who loved 
me, and gave himself for me.” 


Lesson Outlines 
Tue THREEFOLD MESSAGE 

1. Who Jesus is: Sinless Son of man, 
Son of God, King of Israel, the Truth, 
Lamb of God. 

2. What eternal life is: Christ is the 
Life, and only through his death comes for- 
giveness of sin and life to men. 

3. What faith does: To believe in him is 
to rest on his finished work, ceasing from 
our own works, entering into eternal life. 


At tHE Cross 
1. Man and God. 2. Hate and Love. 
3. Death and Life. 4. Unbelief and Faith. 
On Triat Berore Curist 
1. Judas and the Jewish band (18: 1-12). 
2. Annas and Caiaphas (18: 13-24). 


3. Peter (18: 25-27). 
4. Pilate (18: 28-40). 
5. All the Jews (19: 1-16). 


6. Ourselves. What will we do with 
Jesus? 


Verse by Verse 


John 19:4—Pilate therefore went forth 
again, The third time (18:29, 38). J 
find no fault in him. The clear-cut testi- 
mony of the representative of the Roman 
Empire, a testimony in which all the world 
must unite (John 19:6; Matt. 26:59, 60; 
27:4; Acts 13: 28). 

Verse 5.—Behold the man! His yisage 
so marred “from that of man” (Isa. 52: 
14, R. V., marg.). Pilate’s purpose was 
to excite pity for him, that they might re- 
lease him, 


Verse 6.—Take ye him, and crucify him. 
Pilate’s fourth attempt to have Jesus re- 
leased (18: 31, 38, 39; 19:4). I find no 
fault in him. The third time he repeats 
it (18: 38; 19:4). 

Verse 7—He made himself the Son of 
God. Study the three times they sought 
to put him to death for making himself 
God (John 5:18; 8:58, 50; 10: 31-33). 
“Son of God” means that he is God. 

Verse 9—Whence art thou? The 
glimpses of truth concerning Jesus are over- 
whelming Pilate (v. 7). Gave him no an- 
swer. Pilate could not have understood; 
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also, Pilate was rejecting the truth that he 
had, and was deliberately sinning against 
his own convictions. 


Note: For additional lignt on Pilate’s 
struggle, see the leading editorial. 

Verse 14.—The preparation of the pass- 
over, Meaning Friday of the passover 
week. The word translated “preparation,” 
meaning the day of preparation for the 
Sabbath, became a proper name for Friday 
(Mark 15:42; John 19:31)» About the 
sixth hour. It seems clear that John used 
the Roman reckoning of days from mid- 
night, making this six o’clock in the morn- 
ing (cf. 20:19; “the same day” was after 
6 P. M., as shown by Luke’s references 
to the same day, 24:13, 28, 20, 33, 36). 


Verse 17.—The place of a skull, ... 
Golgotha. Possibly the hill resembled a 
skull, though some think more likely it 
was so named as the regular place of exe- 
cution. Our Calvary comes from the Latin 
word calvaria, meaning a skull. The Church 
of the Holy Sepulchre stands on the tra- 
ditional site within the modern city. .The 
other suggested site, favored by many 
scholars, is a site in which is Jeremiah’s 
grotto, northeast of the Damascus gate. 


Verse 18.—Where they crucified him. In 
the brief unadorned words are wrapped up 
the anguish and shame of this most degrad- 
ing and most horrible death; the agony 
often lasted for days, death coming through 
thirst and through excruciating pain. Two 
other with him (Isa. 53:12). 


Verse: 25.—There stood by the cross. 
In contrast’ to the four soldiers (v. 24b). 
His mother, and his mother’s sister. His 
mother’ssister was doubtless Salome, the 
mother of James and John. It would be 
characteristic of John to omit the name of 
his own mother. Mary the wife of Cleo- 

The mother of James the Less and 
Joses (Mark 15:40), probably identical 
with Alphzus (Matt..10:3). Mary Mag- 
dalene (Mark 16:9). 


Verse 28.—That the scripture might be 
fulfilled, saith, I thirst. That-is, this say- 
ing did fulfill the prophecy of Psalm 69: 
21 (see Psa. 22:15). Note our Lord’s 
humanity (cf. 2 Cor. 13: 4). 


Verse 29.—A vessel full of vinegar... 
put it upon hyssop. Sour wine, given prob- 
ably in mercy. to relieve the thirst. The 
hyssop was a short branch, suggesting that 
the cross did not lift the Lord far from 
the ground. 


Verse 30.—I/t is finished. One word in 
the original, the same word rendered “ac- 
complished” in verse 28. What a marvelous 
word is this cry of triumph! He had fin- 
ished the work the Father had given him 
to do (cf. 17:4). All that is needed in 
our salvation is secured by his death, soon 
to be consummated in the resurrection. 
Special Lesson Topics and Truths 

The Atonement. Christ’s death paid the 
eternal death penalty of sin, reconciling 
God to man so that man might now be 
pleaded with to be reconciled ‘to God (1 
Pet. 2:24; 2 Cor. 5: 18-21). This is not 
a “theory” of the atonement, but the fact 
of. what the atonement is. He died as a 
propitiation to God, to satisfy divine jus- 
tice, or to satisfy the necessary require- 
ments of the holy God. The result for us 
is that we might have righteousness, jus- 
tified freely. (Rom. 3: 23-26), and that we 
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Lesson Calendar 


The complete list of International Uniform 

Lessons for the year may be had from The 

Sunday School Times Company, 325 North 

Thirteenth Street, Philadelphia, at 10 cents 
a copy, or $1 a dozen. 


12, March 21.—John’s Picture of the Trial 


and Crucifixion ........ John 18:1 to 19 : 42 
13 March 28.—John’s Recollections of the 
Risen Lord .......4-. John 20:1 to 21:25 


Second Quarter 
1. April 4.—God the Creator. 
Genesis 1:1 to 2: 25 
2 April 11.—The Sin of Adam and Eve. 
Genesis 3:1 to 4: 46 
3. April 18—The Effects of Alcoholic 
Beverages (The Scientific Approach 
to the Liquor Problem). 
Genesis 13:13; 19: 23-25; Deuter- 
onomy 32 : 31-33; Proverbs 23 : 29-32 
4 April 25.—The Obedience of Noah. 
Genesis 5 : 28 to 9: 2 
5. May 2—Abraham a Man of Faith. 
Genesis 11:27 to 20: 18 
6. May 9.—Abraham a Man of Prayer. 
Genesis, Chapter 18 
7. May 16.—The Forbearance of Isaac. 
Genesis a1 :1 to 2§ : 18; 26: 1-33 








might live for him who died for us (1 
Pet. 2:24; 2. Cor. 5:15). 

Fulfilled Prophecies. Six times in chap- 
ters 18 and 19 John directly states that 
Scripture was fulfilled: John 18:9 (John 
17: 12) ; 18: 32 (John 3: 14; 8: 28; 12: 32f; 
Mark 10: 33f); 19:24 (Psa. 22:18); 19: 
28; (Psa. 69:21); 19:36 (Exod. 12: 46; 
Num. 9:12; Psa. 34:20); 19:37 (Zech. 
12: 10). Mark other fulfillments not directly 
referred to. 

Parallel Accounts. There are more than 
thirty details given by John that are not 
mentioned in Matthew, Mark, or Luke. 

Other Special’ Topics. The Deity of 
Christ.. Peter’s Denial, Sayings on the 
Cross. Christ’s Faithful Witness. The 
Several Trials. The Groups at the Cross. 
The Burial. Pilate’s Struggle (see lead- 
ing editorial in this issue). 

Practical and Personal Applications 

“What shall I do then with Jesus which 
is called Christ?” .That is the question 
Pilate asked the Jews. The Jews could 
not answer that question for Pilate, or 
for us. Pilate crucified him. One must 
do that, or receive him as Saviour and 
Lord. 

“It is finished!’ When we accept Christ 
as our personal Saviour, we cease our 
“doing,” and we rest alone upon his per- 
fect, finished work. ° 

Can we say, “Who loved me, and gave 
himself for me”’?- See Heart of the Lesson. 

Have we the love that would lay down 
our lives for the brethren? The love of 
Christ in dying for us is linked directly 
with our responsibility for loving one an- 
other (1 John 3:16). What an amazing 
gulf there often is between such a love and 
our treatment of the brethren. 

What kind of confession are we witness- 
ing? We have studied in this lesson the 
good confession that Christ witnessed be- 
fore Pilate (1 Tim. 6:13). We have read 
also concerning Peter’s witness. 

Are we guilty of the sin of Judas, or 
of Pilate, or of the Jewish rulers? Judas 
loved money and earthly honor. Pilate acted 
against his conscience, for fear of the crowd, 
and to hold his position. The Jewish rulers 
for envy delivered Jesus up. 

Houor thy father and thy mother. Con- 





March 6, 1937 


‘ 


sider the loving concern of Christ for 
his mother in the hour of his agony. 


Are we telling the news that Christ died 
for sinners? There are seven hundred mil- 
lions who have never heard. concerning 
Christ’s finished work. 


Sentence Summaries of Lesson Truths 


From the cross, we see the sin and selfish- 
ness of men as it is. 


From the cross, we see the lost world 
as it is, and we have that compassion that 
makes missions a passion. 


The Jews chose a robber and a mutr- 
dered in place of the Holy One and the 
Just, and killed the Prince of life (Acts 
3:14, 15); they chose Cesar in place of 
their true King: from that hour the Jews 
have been robbed and murdered, and have 
suffered Czsar’s persecutions, 

Pilate, like every other sinner, sinned 
against light. 

The false trial of Christ was the true 
trial of Annas and Caiaphas, of Peter, of 
Pilate, of the Jews and their rulers. 


Who put Christ to death? Satan. The 
Jews. The Gentiles. Judas, an apostle. 
God the Father. No one (John 10:17, 18). 
My sin put Christ to death (1 Cor. 15:3; 
Isa. 53:5; Heb. 2:9; 2 Cor. 5:21). 

The lowest criminal ever nailed to a 
cross never suffered the: ignominy. and re- 
viling heaped upon Jesus Christ. 


Every one who is of the truth hears the 
voice of Jesus (18:37). Pilate was not 
the truth. 


Men wise in their own eyes today are 
asking Pilate’s question: “What is truth?” 
They are like Pilate, turning a deaf ear 
to truth, and crucifying him who is the 
Truth. 


A trial is never settled until it is settled 
right; Jews and Gentiles will yet confess 
that there i is no fault in Jesus. 


We can boast in the cross only when 
our testimony is that through Christ the 
world is crucified unto us and we unto the 
world (Gal, 6:14). 


Corumara, S. C. 
ye 


Questions for Teacher and Class 


HAT was the sin that led Judas to 
betray his Lord? Answer in-one word. 
2. What was the sin that led the Jewish 
rulers to deliver Christ to be crucified? 
ee in one word. 
What were the sins responsible for 
Piiate’s delivering Jesus to be crucified? 
What were some of the things that led 
to Peter's denial of his Lord? 
5. What characteristic of the rulers of the 
Jews is revealed in their condemnation of 
ous which is specially an abomination to 


6. What terrible injustice did Pilate per- 
pe before he dalrercd him to be crucified ? 
What does John say was his purpose in 
telling what he saw of the crucifixion of 
Christ ? 
8. What testimony did Pilate give concern- 
ing Christ which he repeated three times? 
poly two things do we chiefly see stand- 
ing “out in the trial and crucifixion? Answer 
in two words. 
10. What great prophecy of John the Bap- 
tist is fulfilled in the death of Christ? 





Answers fo the Questions 


The answers to the lesson questions are given 
on page 172 of this issue. 








Lesson for March 21 


From the Platform 
By Philip E. Howard 


A Prayer Before the Lesson.—Our Father, 
we look up to the cross df thy Son, our Lord 
Jesus Christ, with keen consciousness of our 
sin. We do indeed glory in the cross of Christ 
because of the love eternal shown in that dark 
hour, but we remember, with shame, the sin 
that he bore in our stead in his laying down 
of life for us. May we enter into the mean- 
ing of his trial and his crucifixion with a new 
sense of our undeserving and of his great love. 
May we not think lightly of the cross as though 
it were simpiy a martyr’s means of entering 
into life, but as the cross upon which the Lord 
of glory laid down his life in paying the pen- 
ality of our sin, in our place. In his dear name 
we pray. Amen. 

After the Lesson.—In all these studies 
in the Gospel of John we must have noticed 
how much emphasis is placed upon the 
love of God,—God’s love for man. It is 
not what we do for God, but what he has 
done for us that is the great theme. The 
cross stands forth on Calvary as the sym- 
bol of the very height of God’s love for 
man, because there the Lord Jesus took 
upon himself the burden of our sin. All 
this is so easy to say, but have you tried 
to realize what that sin burden was, when 
he was sent into the world to be the Sav- 
iour of the world? The glory of his sac- 
rifice for us shines out against the back- 
ground of our troubled world shot through 
with sin, ‘and where so many are unwilling 
to take that cross for what it is. If we 
have any doubt about the love of God, let 
us look long and with understanding at the 
cross, for “hereby perceive we the love of 
God, because he laid down his life for us 

..” Do we-not feel sonictimes when we 
read about the crucifixion very much as 
the old lady in the mountains felt about 
it when she heard the story for the first 
time, and out of a full heart of sorrow for 
such a death, said: “Oh, let’s hope it ain’t 
true!” Well, it is true, and gloriously true 
for our salvation. Are we thankful enough? 
Let us pray. 


HE GAVE LJFE 8" us 


The Busy Men's Comer 
By William H. Ridgway 


Verdict of the Expert.—Pilate saith .:.. 
I find no fault in him (John 19:6). Do 
you happen to know any politicians smart 
enough to get an important place under 
the national government? This type of 
man has usually had enough contact with 
the Tom, Dick, and Harrys of politics to 
have his eye teeth cut, as the saying is. 

You just try to put something over on 
John Bulls or Uncle Sam’s Governors and 
see where you will land. Well, I should 
say so! 

The estimate of Jesus by the woman of 
Samaria, by the woman at Simon’s ‘house, 
by Mrs, Zebedee, by Mary and Martha, by 
the Twelve would be one thing; but the 
estimate of the shrewd, sophisticated, and 
unscrupulous Roman Governor is quite an- 
other thing. 

“Pilate saith . . . I find no fault in him.” 

As I write it is reported that Italy is 
going to begin at eight years to give her 
youth “the military bent of mind.” Now 
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Rome stood for law and her boys were 
trained into the judicial “bent of mind.” 

Pilate no doubt had his intelligence de- 
partment, and knew much about this young 
Galilee reformer who seeined to be of such 
concern to his trouble-making Jewish sub- 
jects. Therefore, the Pilate verdict has 
gone echoing down the centuries, “No fault 
in him.” 

Twelve centuries have confirmed the 
Pilate verdict. What man is faultless? 
What thing man has made is faultless? 
My razors under the microscope are fine 
saws. But the commonest flower from gar- 
den or roadside, under the same glass- 
intelligent-department, does not show a 
single fault of design or execution. 

Indeed, the sharper we can look the 
greater the perfection of its loveliness, as 
beauty is added to new beauty. 

This, beloved, is the faultless Christ (Isa. 
53: 2). 

The Pals Hate and Hell.—The chief 
priests answered, We have no king but 
Cesar (v. 15). “Hurrah for our Cesar! 
Hip, hip, hooray!” And with the croco- 
dile— tongue in cheek —vive-le-roi, you 
have the spectacle before your eyes of Hate 
for Jesus, kissing the iron fist that held 
Jewry tightly by the neck. Hate reaches 
here its farthest point south (Zech. 13:6; 
Psa. 69:4; John 15:25). 

As you contemplate the Devil-arranged 
picture do not fail to remember that some 
years later this same breed of the “No- 
King-but-Czsar” destroyed their proud city. 
A. D. 70. 

It was during that siege that Satan put on 
one of his most diabolical spectacles —a 
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spectacle, by the way, which the Lord Jesus 
seems to have beheld with weeping, as he 
looked down into the future (Luke 19: 41- 
44; Luke 13: 34). 

The Roman general Titus strung a line 
of “telegraph poles” (that’s what they 
looked like) all around the city. There 
was the upright post and the cross bar 
at the top. On each of these was impaled 
a Jew writhing in agony. 

If any one of the Council was still alive, 
as he stood upon the City’s rampart and 
viewed this most terrible wholesale cru- 
cifixion as far as eye could see, I wonder 
if he thought of that other crucifixion some 
thirty odd years before. There were young 
men in the Sanhedrin, such as Paul, and 
the watchers could well remember because 
on that day there was earthquake and 
darkness to mark the day. Besides, the 
disciples would never let them forget. 

All of this demonstrates that Hell and 
Hate are a well matched team. Those 
who take a good hate to heart are in for 
a life so miserable there is only the one 
word to describe it. 

Many an execution has had its genesis in 
a consuming hate. History is painted red 
by race hatred. Hate has been: reacting 
all down the years as disastrously, at the 
same pace as set in Jerusalem so many 
years ago. 


Beauty Out of Darkness.—W oman, be- 
hold thy son! Disciple, Behold thy mother! 
(vs. 26, 27.) Out of most of the dark and 
tragic mixtures of life there is apt, under 
the alchemy of Heaven, to come something 
sweet and lovely. 

Just as out of black and nasty gas house 


Ged, which 
taketh away the 
sim of the world,’ 
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tar comes beautiful white paraffine candles 
and rainbow dyes with which to color them, 
There also comes under the magic touch of 
the chemist from the tar perfumes, flavors, 
and a “sugar” the doctor lets you use when 
you are fighting disease, 

Out of the turbulent period of the Judges 
in Israel’s history comes the great story 
of Ruth, the most perfect of idyls. 

And here out of the dark and tragic 
picture on Calvary we have: the exhibition 
of the most touching and tender of all 
human relations. “Mother, behold thy son!” 
“Son, behold thy mother!” 

As we grow in years the tendency is to 
become loquacious, not to say garrulous 
in talking to our friends and in talking to 
God. For years I have been stressing the 
value of short prayers. No need to tell 
God all the news and current opinions. 

The late President Coolidge was one of 
the most popular of later day Presidents 
and noted for his brevity. There are many 
examples besides his answer to an attack 
on the character of George Washington 
by a modern writer. “I see his monument 
is still there,” he said as he pointed to the 
towering marble shaft. 

Why should Jesus want to depend upon 
John to care for his mother, when he could 
easily have done just what some of the old 
Masters have done, turned her over to the 
Angel of the Lord? As long as his mother 
was to stay in the world, he would tie his 
dearest earthly friend up with his mother 
for the great blessing that would come to 
them both. 


CoaTESVILLE, Pa, = 
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The Illustration Round Table 


LL readers are invited to send illustrations 

for this department; one dollar is paid for 

each illustration accepted, and two dollars 
for the best one each week. But readers are 
urged not to send anything without first secur- 
ing and reading carefully a leaflet explaining 
the conditions of this department. The full list 
of lessons for the year, with this leaflet, will be 
sent for ten cents in stamps. Failure to note 
the conditions means that good illustrations 
are constantly having to be rejected by the 
editors, which might otherwise be available. 


Illustrations must reach The Sunday School 
Times three months in advance of the date 
of the lesson. 

Preference will be given to illustrations on 
that portion of the lesson text indicated in the 
lesson list after the word “Print.” 


In view of the large number of illustrations 
submitted on each lesson, readers are asked to 
limit to six the total for any one lesson. 


He Lived His Inside Out.—/ find no 
fault in him (John 19:4). A sweet little 
six-year-old girl looked up suddenly at her 
mother and said, “Mother, I think that 
Jesus was the only one who ever dared to 
live his inside out!” The mother was fairly 
dazed by the little one’s thought. Well she 
might be. It carried one of the profound- 
est thoughts suggested by a life-long study 
of that divine character. But here it was 
out of the mouth of almost a babe. She 
had heard his story. She had seen that 
he was so pure in all his soul that there 
was nothing he needed to conceal from any- 
body. Was not he the only one in all the 
history of mankind of whom that could be 
truly said!—From The Sunday Scheol 
Times. Sent by M. H. James, Toronto, 
Oni., Can. 


Flowers from Thorns.—Then came Jesus 
forth, wearing the crown.of thorns (v. 5). 
In wandering about Palestine, on one oc- 
casion, I made a discovery for which none 
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of my reading had prepared me. One of 
the common plants of the land is called 
“the Christ thorn,” because it was presum- 
ably from its branches that the crown. of 
thorns was woven. My “find” was that 
this plant bears a flower, small and of 
creamy white color. In the center of this 
tiny flower the purplish-black stamens form 
a true crown. Naturally there came to 
mind the thought that thorns may bear 
flowers; and that the heart of the flower- 
ing of “the Christ thorn” is a crown! Vic- 
tory in the midst of pain! Triumph blos- 
soming from tribulation! Even in the 
petty offenses and suffering of his crucifix- 
ion, Christ displayed his kingliness. May 
all our thorns bear flowers and crowns. 
—From The Christian Herald. Sent by 
Mrs. Lizzie Kirby Beck, Smiths Grove, Ky. 


Why He Did Not Answer.—Jesus gave 
him no answer (v. 9). A clergyman, while 
traveling, stopped at a hotel much fre- 
quented by commercial travelers, The host, 
not being used to having clergymen at his 
table, looked at him with surprise. The 
travelers used all their artillery of wit upon 
him without eliciting a remark in self-de- 
fense. The clergyman ate his dinner quietly, 
apparently without observing the jibes and 
sneers of his neighbors. One. of them, at 
last in despair of his forbearance, said to 
him, “Well, I wonder at your patience. 
Have you not heard all that has been said 
against you?” “Oh, yes; but I am accus- 
tomed to it. Do you not know who I am?” 
“No, sir.” “Well, I will inform you, I 
am chaplain of a lunatic asylum. Such re- 
marks have no effect upon me.’—From 
“All Aboard.” Sent by S. U. Bean, Kitch- 
ener, Ont., Can. 


No Marks on His Hands.—They cruci- 
fied him (v. 18). <A dear old saint of 
nearly eighty years was dying, with the 
radiance of the coming glory on her face. 
A ritualistic clergyman thought he could 
smooth the path for her and said: “I have 
come to grant you absolution.” [I don’t 
know whether sl.e had ever heard that word 
before, and she asked: “What do you mean, 


March 6, 1937 


sir?” “I have come to forgive your~ sins,” 
he explained. “Sir, may I see your hands?” 
she asked. As she gazed at them she 
said: “Sir, you are an impostor. Th: 
Man who forgives my sins bears nailprints 
in his hands. You have no marks of the 
cross upon you. You cannot forgive my 
sins.”—From The Christian Herald. Sent 
by E. M. James, Toronto, Ont., Can. 


Spoiling a Finished Work.—He said, It 
is finished (v. 30). “But I can’t see it,” 
said a certain cabinetmaker to a friend 
who was trying to show him how the 
death of Christ completed the work of 
atonement. At last an inspiration struck 
his friend, who, lifting a plane, made as 
though he would plane the top of a beau- 
tifully French-polished table that stood 
near. “Stop!” cried the cabinetmaker; 
“don’t you see that’s finished? You'll sim- 
ply ruin it if you use that plane on it.” 
“Why,” repiied his friend, “that’s just what 
I have been trying to show you about 
Christ’s work of redemption. It was fin- 
ished when he gave his life for you, and if 
you try to add to that finished work you 
can only spoil it. Just accept it. as it 
stands —his life for yours, and you go 
free.” Like a flash he saw it, and received 
Jesus Christ into his life as his Saviour. 
Will you?—From “The Reason Why,” by 
R. A. Laidlaw. Sent by Emily McFar- 
land, Newark, Ohio. de 


The Two-Letter Difference.—It is fin- 
ished (v. 30). “There is a wide difference 
between your religion and mine,” said one 
person to another in whose spiritual con- 
dition she was especially interested. “How 
is that?” said the other. “Your religion,” 
was the answer, “has only two letters in it; 
and mine has four.” “What do you mean?” 
again asked the other. “Why, your re- 
ligion is D-O, whereas mine is D-O-N-E. 
It is finished! Christ’s words bring peace 
to every soul which believes in his finished 
work.”—From The Christian Herald. Sent 
by Mrs. B. G. Dowen, Eastbourne, Sussex 
Eng. 


Was the Price Too Much?—Hereby 











The Golden Text in Song 


1 John 3:16 
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perceive we the love of God (Golden Text). 
I found my littlest. boy. standing just in- 
side my kitchen door hugging in his arms 
the worst looking dog I ever saw. He 
was dirty, half-starved, scared. “Oh, my 
child,” I said, “who gave you that dog?” 
“Gave me? Nobody gave him to me. I 
bought him.” “And what did you give for 
him?” “All I had. I paid the dollar 
Daddy gave me for weeding in the gar- 
den.” “Oh, my child, I’m afraid—”’ “But, 
Mother, he was in the pound, and nobody 
claimed him. They were going to kill him. 
I can keep him, ‘can’t I?” Of course the 
dog was kept. He was. bountifully fed, 
thoroughly scrubbed, diligently trained, and 
how he was loved! He developed a beau- 
tiful body and unusual intelligence and be- 
came a valuable member of the family. The 
children have many stories to tell of his 
remarkable exploits during his long life 
with us. There was real mourning when 
he died. Standing by his new-made grave, 
my littlest boy —little no longer — said, 
“Did I pay too much for him, Mother? 
Did 1?” How glad I was to say, “No, my 
son, you didn’t.” -He had put “all he had” 
into his venture that day, and I rejoiced 
at his satisfaction. I was glad for my son’s 
sake...Then I thought of that other Son, 
who gave all he had for us sinners.—From 
The Sunday School Times. Sent by Albert 
Mygatt, Elrod, S. Dak. Prise illustration, 
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Your Class of Girls 


By Mrs. Evelyn M. McClusky 
Directors of the Miracle Book Club 


HREE girls strolled along by the ocean, 

arm in arm. The tall blonde girl said: 
“Ruth, I can’t get over what you said 
about the love of God being expressed in 
the person of his Son, the Lord Jesus 
Christ, and proved to us at the cross. Be- 
fore that I always thought that God showed 
his love in such glorious things as the 
ocean. Now the ocean seems to haye lost 
some of its charm for me.” 

“Everything will lose its charm as com- 
pared with Christ, when we once realize 
what really took place at Calvary,” agreed 
Ruth. 

“Yes,” Lois added, “isn’t it queer how 
some people never seem ready to have con- 
versation about the wonders of it all? Our 
parents talk of other things of trivial in- 
terest, but since we are saved it is so 
natural to speak of things heavenly, isn’t 
it? I’m glad we live in this challenging 
age when we must be definitely for or 
against the cross, and it must mean much 
to us!” 

“It means more to me every day!” said 
the tall blonde girl. “For several years 
I have really wanted to be sure in my 
heart and head about eternity, and I thought 
that I might be cast away even after be- 
lieving; but now I know that when Jesus 
said ‘eternal life’ he meant exactly what 
he said, and if HE gives it and if HE 
keeps it, what a relief it is to me! I 
struggled to save myself and I have been 
struggling to lead a Christian life, but 
thanks be unto God who giveth us the vic- 
‘tory, HE is the only worthy One! It 
releases me to worship him, to know that 
I am not the one to be worthy but only 
the Lamb of God.” 


The girls walked silently for some time. 
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Then Lois. said: .“My. uncle -was telling 
me of the man who sought to find the great- 
est power. First he thought it must be 
the power of the ocean, because he saw 
it lift a great ship in a storm and dash 
it against the shore; then he saw a cyclone 
gather up houses and trees and fling them 
like straw in the wind; next he considered 
the power of electricity, and how suddenly 
it can destroy the one who picks up the 
wire with the high voltage. But when he 
was saved he said: ‘Nothing has the power 
equal to the power of the blood of Jesus 
Christ shed on Calvary. The ocean can 
destroy, the cyclone can destroy, the elec- 
tricity can destroy life, but only the cross 
can destroy the power of death and give 
life!’ ” 

“We cannot fathom it or see across it,” 
said the tall girl, “but our Creator and our 
Ruler is a Saviour who is able to create 
power, to control power, and to keep it in 
bounds as surely as this ocean never can 
get beyond this shore. We cannot see into 
the depths of his love expressed at Cal- 
vary, but we-can see it through Calvary.” 
.. Throughout all eternity we shall always 
have the cross as our end of death as well 
as our beginning of life! The cross marks 
the end and the beginning . . . for all eter- 
nity, even as now we mark our calendar 
B. C. and A. D. The cross ends the death 
sentence for each one who will accept it. 
To the one who does not end his death 
sentence at Calvary it must continue for- 
ever, for the worm dieth not and the flame 
will not be quenched. But to the saved 
one, accepting the death of Christ as his 
own, new LIFE begins and the new life 
shall never end. (John 10; Rom. 8; 2 
Cor. 5:17; Mark 9: 42-50.) 

OakLanp, CALIF. 
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Say, Fellows, — 


Wade C. Smith's Boys’ Class 


How the Lesson is Taught This Week 

Beginning: A Skull. 

Discussion: Show how a fellow throbbing 
with life may at the same time be a walk- 
ing corpse in God’s sight. 

Objective: “I am come that they might 
have life, and that they might have it 
more abundantly” (John 10: 10). 


AY, fellows, all four of the Gospel 

writers are careful to tell us _ that 
Jesus was crucified on a spot called “the 
place of a skull” (Matt. 27: 33; Mark 15: 
22; Luke 23: 33;"John 19:17), A certain 
hill just outside of Jerusalem which in a 
general way, viewed from a certain angle, 
resembled a human skull. 

A skull is a repugnant thing to most 
people. It is a startling reminder. of death. 
We inwardly shrink at the thought of death. 
One reason the skull is so effective as a 
picture of death is that all five of the 
senses reside in the head. The absence 
of flesh indicates the sense of touch is dead; 
the hollow sockets tell us sight is gone; 
two dry little holes at the sides say that 
hearing is no more, and two little caves 
above the mouth show that the sense of 
smell has departed; those grinning teeth 
show that taste has become tasteless, and 
by the same token we know the tongue is 
gone and will never speak again. 

The skull is really a horrible sight, be- 
cause of the story of death it tells; but, 
as repugnant as that is to our natural sen- 
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sibilities, it is but a faint illustration of 
what sin is in. God’s sight. Sin is far 
worse than death. A fellow may have good 
eyes, but if they are used for the purpose 
of looking upon things that are dirty and 
wrong they are worse than hollow sockets. 
Ears that listen to smutty stories are worse 
than dead eardrums, and tongues that speak 
guile had better be dried slivers. These 
things “crucify to themselves the Son of 
God: afresh” (Heb. 6:6) —on “the place 
of. a skull.” 

Matthew, Mark, and John use the He- 
brew word Golgotha; Luke says Calvary, 
the equivalent in Greek. How significant 
that Jesus should have been slain on “the 
place of a skull.” “The wages of sin is 
death; but the gift of God is eternal life 
through Jesus Christ our Lord” (Rom. 
6:23). “For he hath made him to be sin 
for us, who knew no sin; that we might 
be made the righteousness of God in him” 
(2 Cor. 5: 21). 

If you are walking around in the vigor 
of your flesh and strength, and yet yielding 
your natural faculties to the practice of 
sin, you are worse than dead; you are a 
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walking corpse. But, blessed be Calvary, 
this need no longer be! The Lord Jesus 
has taken that all upon himself, and for 
the purpose of giving you and me new life, 
he shed his precious blood upon the cross. 
“And you hath he quickened, who were 
dead in trespasses and sins” (Eph. 2:1). 
It was Jesus, God’s beloved Son, “who his 
own self bare our sins in his own body 
on the tree, that we, being dead to sins, 
should live unto righteousness” (1 Pet. 
2: 24). 
BursBank, Catir, 


For Primary Teachers 
By Ethel S. Low 





How the Lesson is Taught This Week 


Material: Tack a sheet of white paper on 
the wall or the blackboard. Then, with col- 
ored pastels, draw at the left a crown of 
thorns; in the middle, the hill of Calvary 
with the three crosses; and at the right, a 
crown of gold. Draw these as you tell the 
story. Give each chila a paper on which 
to draw the three crosses. 











FTER the Lord Jesus had gone all 

over Judea and Galilee, making sick 
people well, feeding the hungry, raising the 
dead, forgiving sinners, doing good to 
everybody, bad men hated him so much they 
wanted to kill him. Bad men always hate 
God, and the Lord Jesus is God the Son. 
These men paid Judas, one of Christ’s dis- 
ciples, to lead them to him, so they could 
make him a prisoner. 

They took him to the high priest, who 
asked him questions. One of the men struck 
him in the face. Then they took Jesus 
to Pilate, and he had Him whipped until 
his back was all bleeding, and the soldiers 
made a crown of thorns and put it on his 
head, and they put a purple robe on him, 
a king’s robe, and they made fun of him, 
saying, “Hail, King of the Jews!” They 
hit him with their hands. 

But all this suffering was not enough, 
for the bad men still wanted him killed, 
and they cried out, Crucify him! crucify 
him!” Pilate didn’t want to crucify Jesus, 
but was afraid to say No to them, so he 
let them take him out and crucify him. 
They came to the hill called Calvary, and 
here there were three crosses, one for Jesus 
and the other two for two thieves. They 
nailed Jesus Christ to the middle cross, 
There he hung and suffered, while wicked 
people laughed at him and mocked him, 
saying if he was the Christ, to come down 
from the cross, 

They didn’t know it, but Christ could 
have come down from the cross, but he 
didn’t come down, for he gave his life for 
sinners. Every person would have had to 
die for his own sin, but our Saviour died 
for all sinners, so we can believe in him, and 
be saved. 

After Christ had hung on the cross a 
few hours, the sky grew strangely dark, 
and there was a great earthquake. Jesus 
said, “It is finished,” and died. When the 
soldiers came to see if the men were dead, 
Jesus was dead, and a soldier pierced his 
side with a spear. 

His friends took his body down from the 
cross, and wound it in linen and spices, 
and laid it in a new tomb in a garden near 
by, expecting to come back after the Sab- 
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bath day was past, and prepare it for burial 
as they usually did. 

But something happened before they 
came, the most wonderful thing that ever 
happened in this world! Can you guess 
what it was? We shall see next week. 

He wore a crown of thorns, so we may 
each wear a crown of gold. 

Movesto, CALIF. 


This Week's Questions Answered 
(On the lesson for March 21) 


1. Covetousness. 

2. Envy. 

3. Fear of men, love of the world, love of 
honor, unbelief. 

4. Self-confidence, fear of men, unbelief, 
failure to watch and pray, the power ot Satan, 
and the mighty power of darkness. 

5. Religion without righteousness. They 
were so careful about their religious observ- 
ances that they would not enter into the judg- 
_ment hall for fear of ceremonial defilement, 
“while at the same time they were murdering 
their Messiah (18: 28). 

6. He scourged Jesus, when he was con- 
vinced of his innocence, doing this probably 
with the idea of satisfying the Jews and sav- 
ing him from crucifixion (19:1). 


7. That his readers might believe, and find. 


~~ s life through Christ (19:35; 20: 31). 
. “T find no fault in him” (18: 38; 19: 4, 


6 
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. “Behold the Lamb of God, which taketh 
Pare the sin of the world” (John 1: 29). See 
the Pace cartoon on page 169. 





| Children at Home 


A Buffalo-Boy's Sermon 
By Mabel C. Stewart 


EN-YEAR-OLD Buta sat behind the 

clumsy old water-buffalo and prodded 
him, from time to time, with a heavy stick. 
The buffalo was supposed to keep the 
creaking Persian wheel turning, that water 
might be drawn from the deep well to run 
through shallow irrigating ditches into Ram 
Ditta’s fields of green wheat, and yellow 
mustard, and tall sugar cane. Ram Ditta 
was a Hindu, and Ruta’s master. The buf- 
falo was lazy, and Buta was sleepy, so 
sometimes the creak of the Persian wheel 
stopped, until Ram Ditta’s angry voice 
roused the boy again to prod the buffalo, 
and again the clumsy beast walked round 
and round, round and round, while the 
wheel creaked dismally. The India sun 
is hot, and that alone was enough to make 
Buto sleepy, but aside from that he had 
risen at dawn, as usual, after having been 
up unusually late the night before. 

The missionary and the Indian pastor 
had both been at Buta’s village last night, 
to teach the men and women and chil- 
dren gathered together — all those, that is, 
who comprised the little group of Chris- 
tians who used to be called sweepers, out- 
castes, “untouchables.” Now they were 
known as Christians, and the pastor, as 
often as he could, for he had other vil- 
lages, too, to shepherd, came to teach them 
more about Jesus, in whose name they had 
been baptized. Last night he ‘and_ the 
missionary had listened to the Bible’ stdries 
the village Christians had learned and were 





9. Sin. Love. The sin of man. The love - 
f hag 


he 
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able to repeat from memory —stories of 
the healing of the lame man, the feeding 
of the five thousand, Nicodemus’ visit to 
Jesus by night. What a wonderful man the 
Lord Jesus must have been, thought Buta, 
to heal the sick, and feed the hungry. Buta 
knew what sickness and hunger meant. 
There was always plenty of both in his vil- 
lage. 

“In truth,” he said to himself, “that One 
was more than aman. He was God. That 
is why we worship him now.’ 

Buta understood, too, why Nicodemus 
would come by night to learn of him. 
Wasn't that just what some of the proud 
Hindus and Mohammedans of his own vil- 
lage sometimes did? After dark, when they 
could come unobserved, they would make 
their way to the missionary’s tent, and ask 
questions, about America, and the customs 
there, but especiaily about the Lord Jesus 
whom the missionary worshiped and served. 
Many of these could read, and the mission- 
ary gave them Gospel portions, through 
which they would learn more. 

“I wish I could read,” said Buta sud- 
denly, out loud. 

The noise of the creaking wheel had 
deadened the sound of the approaching 
footsteps of Ram Ditta, whom Buta had 
not ‘héard nor seen coming, till now he 
stood before him. . 

“Why in the world do you want to read? 
Do. you think that would help you better 
to drive the buffalo?” teasingly asked the 
Hindu, 

Buta smiled. “Perhaps I could learn to 
be something better than a driver of buf- 
faloes,” he said. “Our pastor used to be 
even as I, and look at him now.” 

“Well, there’s no chance of your going 
to school here; you know that,” Ram Ditta 
replied. “We Hindus won’t let outcastes 
sit with our children in school.” 

“Yes, I know,” said Buta, sadly, “but 
I’m a Christian now, not an outcaste.” 

“What's the use of going to school?” 
asked Ram Ditta. “I can’t read, and yet 
all these fertile fields are mine. My fam- 
ily lives on the fat of the land, ahd no 
house in the village is as big. as mine. I 
want for nothing, and am the envy of 
all my neighbors. Your pastor is a good 
man, that Pll admit, but no one can call 
him rich. I doubt if he and his family 
know what a really good meal is. And how 
much land does he own?” 

“In God’s Word, from which our pastor 
teaches us, there is a story I learned: Shall 
I tell it to you, my master?” inquired Buta. 

“Oh, certainly,” laughed Ram Ditta. “I 
have time to listen to a story. 

“Once there was a rich man,” Buta be- 
gan, “who had many fields, and _ they 
brought forth plentifully, and there was a 
great harvest. And the rich man said, 
‘What shall I do? I haven’t room enough 
to store all this grain and fruit. I'll do 
this: I’]l tear down my old barns, and build 
bigger ones, big enough to hold all my 
harvest. Then I can take a rest, and eat, 
and drink, and have a good time, for 
there’s enough here to keep me in comfort 
for many years.’ But God heard what the 
rich man said, and he said to him, ‘Fool- 
ish one, this very night you are going to 
die; then of what use will all this wealth 
be to you? Better lay up for yourself 
treasure in Heaven, rather than on earth.’” 

Ram Ditta looked thoughtful, and almost 
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startled. “Buffalo-boy,” he said, “you have 
given me a new idea.” 

That night after darkness had fallen a 
riew visitor was found at the missionary’s 
tent, Ram Ditta had come to inquire about 
him who. for our sakes became poor, that 
through him we might become rich, rich 
in heavenly treasure which death itself can- 
not take from us. And not until years 
later, after Buta’s dream of going to school 
had long since come true (but that is an- 
other story), and when Ram Ditta himself 
was a witnessing Christian, did Buta learn 
that the sermon of the small boy who drove 
the buffalo at the well was the means of 
bringing a proud Hindu to seek the lowly 
Jesus, and later to accept him as his Sav- 
iour and Lord. 


New Wriemincton, Pa. 





The Young People’s 
Prayer Meeting 


By John W. Lane, Jr. 











March 28 Easter: A Beginning, Not an End. 
1 Cor. 1§ : 18-17 
Sunday, March 21 


Learning to Say ‘““‘Thy Will Be Done” 
(Matt. 26 : 36-45; John 6 : 38) 





Mon.—Pleasure in pleasing God (John 8: 
29). 
Tues.—Helping to do God’s will (Matt. 6: 


10). 
Wed.—Noble submission (2 Tim. 4 : 6-8). 
Thurs.—Hard lessons to learn (Jas. 4:6- 


11). 

Fri—More than willing to do God’s will 
(Psa. 40 : 1-8). 

Sat.—God’s will in the daily grind (Eph. 
6 : 5-9). 






















E NEED to remember, as we read the 

Scripture verses chosen for our topic, 
that God never asks us to go through a 
Gethsemane such as the Lord Jesus passed 
through. Upon him were heaped the in- 
iquities of us all. He faced the cross in 
Gethsemane, and felt the load of our sins 
so that we might escape the blow that 
fell upon him at Calvary. 

However, we do come to places of de- 
cision, and we may learn from the perfect 
submission of the Lord Jesus to his Father’s 
will how to yield ourselves to God. 


4 


It should encourage and comfort. us, in 
times of perplexity and decision, to know 
that the Lord Jesus did not always know 
all of the Father’s will during his earthly 
life. Although he was the unique Son of 
God, he willingly limited himself, when he 
took upon him a human form, so that 
he might walk by faith even as we must 
walk. He found it necessary to go to 
his Father for guidance and instruction, 
just as we must do. And he subjected 
himself to being led, step by step, so that 
he might show us the walk of faith and 
trust in our heavenly Father. So, on this 
occasion in the Garden of Gethsemane, 
when, as he tells us, the burden of the sins 
of the world and of the powers of dark- 
ness was pressing so heavily upon him that 
it was almost more than he could bear, 
he went to his Father in prayer. “Being 
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in an agony he prayed” (Luke 22:44). 
The first step in learning to say, “Thy 
will be done” is to pray. 
S 

Now notice what the Lord prayed. He 
began his prayer with the words, “O my 
Father.” It -was a recognition of the fact 
that God was his Father that made it 
possible for him to say all that came after. 
Some of our difficulty in saying, “Thy will 
be done” is our failure to recognize that 
God’s will for us, however difficult it may 
seem for the moment, can never be other 
than for our best. Once we really appre- 
ciate that God is our Father, infinitely 
more tender and loving than any human 
father can be, our fear of his will must 
vanish, 

In helping a certain mother to realize 
this truth, her pastor once said to her: 
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“Tf your little boy should come to you 
and tell you that from now on he was 
going to obey instantly everything you told 
him to do, and would seek throughout 
his whole life to do just what you wanted 
him to do, would you begin to ask of him 
things that would ultimately disappoint him 
and mar his life and make him unhappy?” 

“Of course not,” replied the woman. “I 
would be so delighted that I would hasten 
to fill his life with all that was sweetest and 
best.” 

“Are you more tender and more loving 
than God?” asked her friend. : 


bd 

Next, the Lord Jesus was unwilling to 
ask the unreasonable or the impossible. 
He prayed, “If it be possible.” His natu- 
ral shrinking from the cup, whatever that 
cup was, must not be allowed to interfere 
with the higher law of God’s perfect will. 
God cannot do his best for us, sometimes, 
because we insist upon escaping the un- 
pleasantness or the difficulty of the moment, 

we 

Next came the Lord’s expression of the 
absolute submission, “Nevertheless not as 
I will, but as thou wilt.”, We are not to 
think here that the Lord Jesus had a will 
contrary to the Father’s, that needs must 
be broken down and defeated. He came 
to do the Father’s will, and over. and over 
again he expressed this purpose. But, in 
the weakness and self-imposed limitation 
of his human body, there was a human 


‘shrinking from something that was ahead 


that the Lord Jesus yielded to the Father’s 
wisdom and love. He was tempted in all 
points as we are, yet without sin. We 
shall therefore find times when the frailty 
of these bodies of ours and -our natural 
shrinking from suffering or difficulty would 
prompt us to escape if possible from the 
Father’s will. But we may, like the Lord 
Jesus, say, “Thy will be done.” 
3 


But may we not also, like the Lord 
Jesus, fix cur eyes, not so much upon the 
difficulty, but upon the glory beyond? He, 
“for the joy that was set before him en- 
dured the cross, despising the shame” (Heb. 
12:2). The better we know God and fel- 
lowship with him, through his Word, and 
through prayer, the easier it will be to lift 
our eyes from the difficult places that we 
would escape, or the alluring paths that 
we would choose in our own wills, and fix 
them upon the infinitely better things that 
God’s will alone can bring us, 


PHILADELPHIA, 


A Methodist Testimony 
to Premillennial Truth 


“<"T-OMORROW — in the Light of Scrip- 
ture,” is the title of a new monthly 
paper, of which the first issue appeared in 
January. It is described as “a Methodist 
testimony for the imminent, personal, pre- 
millennial return of the Lord Jesus Christ.” 
In the leading editorial in the first issue, 
entitled “A New Venture of Faith,” the 
editor sets forth his purpose. He calls 
attention to the fact that there are thousands 
of people in the Methcdist Church, South 
and North, who believe that the Bible is the 
literal Word of God to man. Also that 
there are many who hold to the belief in 
the imminent, personal, premillennial re- 
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Palestine, 
Past and Present 


in the New Year-Book | 
of the Holy Land 


A Book of 144 Pages, With Many Full- 
page Illustrations and Maps, Printed 
an Highest Grade Enamel Paper 


OULD you like to have 

authentic information on the {| 
population, area, industrial and agri- 
cultural developments, and the politi- 
cal situation in Palestine? 


Would you like to have for refer- } 
ence a study of the historical develop- 
ment of Palestine? 


There is a table showing the area 
in oquare miles and the population 4 
of many countries for comparison 
with the figures for Palestine; a 
table of important dates from 2100 
B, C. to A. D. 1918; and a complete | 
index, 

A wealth of information. concern- 
ing the present state of the Holy 
Land is given in this book; impor- | 
tant events since 1914 are traced’ in 
detail, and up-to-date statistics are 
tabulated for ready reference. 

Do you know just what the Brit- 
ish Mandate is, and the Balfour Dec- 
laration? ; 

And do you know what is the 
method of administration in Pales- 
tine? 

What are the leading products of 
the country? Just who are the Arabs, 
and what is the Arab attitude toward 
Jewish immigration? 

What official is at the head of the 
Palestine government? How can one 
obtain citizenship in Palestine? What 
are the educational opportunities 
there? How many Jews have emi- . 
grated to Palestine? 

These, and a great many other 
questions of similar interest are an- 
swered fully in this book, with ap- 
propriate Scripture references. 

Because of the wealth of fact: in 
this “Year Book of the Holy Land,” 
the prospective traveler will be en- 
lightened on some very practical 
questions by a study of. this .fascinat- 
ing volume, and the Bible teacher 
and Bible student will value it for 
its background of detailed informa- 
tion concerning the Land of the 
Book, from early times to the pres- 
ent day. 


How You Can 
Get the Book 
Without Charge 


We'll be glad to send you a copy 
of the Holy Land Year Book with- 
out charge if you will send us five 
Get Acquainted subscriptions to the 
Times, at 25 cents each, for ten 
weeks, to be sent to five of your 
friends who have not been subscribers 
within the last six months. 


THE SUNDAY SCHOOL TIMES COMPANY 
325 North 13th Street Philadelphia, Pa. 
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turn of our Lord Jesus Christ, but there is 
no testimony, spokesman, or voice for it. 
After praying about this for a year, he 
felt led to open such a channel. 

This issue includes a doctrinal statement 
which is clear and true. There are articles 
on prophecy by Methodist ministers, and 
also news of general interest to the 
churches. There is a call for the rallying 
together of all those in that great denomina- 
tion who are looking for the return of the 
Lord. 

The subscription price is fifty cents a 
year, and. should be sent to the editor, the 
Rev. Kenneth Cornwell, Cross Keys, Wil- 
liamstown, N. J. ps 


Dr. Chalmers’ Home-Going 


HOMAS MITCHELL CHALMERS, 

D.D., Director of the New York Jew- 
ish Evangelization Society, a member of 
Hudson Presbytery of the United Presby- 
terian Church, and widely known Bible 
teacher and lecturer, passed away on Jan- 
uary 29 at Tampa, Fla., of a sudden heart 
‘attack. 

Dr. Chalmers was born December 6, 
1858, at Riverside, Ill, the son of James 
and, Hannah Cunningham Chalmers. He 
iwas educated at Emporia Normal School, 
Monmouth College, Xenia Theological 
Seminary, studying later at the Institutum 
Delitzschianum in Leipzig, Germany. Dr. 
Chalmers was deeply interested in the de- 
velopment of Zionism, and in much of his 
lecturing he stressed the importance of a 
proper Christian attitude toward the Jew- 
ish people. He was a militant foe of anti- 
Semitism in all its forms.. He founded the 
New York Jewish Evangelization Society, 
of which Dr. Curtis Lee Laws, editor of 
the Watchman-Examiner, is president, and 
Dr. Hugh R. Monro of Montclair, N. J., 
vice-president. Dr. Chalmers was author of 
“Under the Olive Trees—a Mediterra- 
nean Travelogue,” “Israel in Covenant and 
History,” and “The Earth the ternal 
Seed-Plot of the Universe.” 

Tue Sunpay ScuHoot Times feels, as & 
hosts of others, that an irreplaceable loss 
has come in the death of Dr. Chalmers. 
He not only used to conduct a unique and 
invaluable department for the Times, show- 
ing the significance of current events in 
the life of God’s people Israel and Zionism, 
but the Editor of the Trwes knew that he 
could always turn confidently to Dr. Chal- 
mers by correspondence or in personal con- 
versation, for light on difficult questions 
of Bible study or Jewish mission work 
or other matters where a wise, experienced, 
Christian counselor was needed. 

From 1913 to 1920 he was pastor of the 
Fordham United Presbyterian Church, 
where funeral services were held on Feb- 
ruary 4. Interment was at Bethlehem, Pa. 
He is survived by his widow, the former 
Anna von Gunten, and a daughter, Mrs. 
Frederick A. Aston. 
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CuristiAN YoutH ts THE Sunpay 
Scuoon Times paper for young people, pub- 
lished every week. If the teen age pupils 
in your Sunday school do not take it, they 
may iry it for ten weeks for ten cents a 
fupil. Subscriptions should be sent to The 
Sunday School Times Company, 325 North 
Thirteenth Street, Philadelphia. 
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The 1936 Index Now Complete 


OULD you like to know exactly 

where to find certain articles pub- 
lished last year in Tar Sunpay ScHoo. 
Times? ‘Each year the Times spends much 
time and effort in preparing a complete 
index of all the articles published during 
the year, in order that its readers and 
members of the staff may easily refer to 
the articles. The index for last year is 
now complete and ready for distribution. 

It contains a general alphabetical index 
of all titles; and a Classified Index, sub- 
divided by the following headings: Special 
Numbers, Verse, Editorials, Notes on Open 
Letters, General Contributed — Articles, 
Writers of Signed: Articles, Archeology 
and the Bible, Ways of Working for Church 
and Sunday School, Missions, Biography 
and Personalities, The Victorious Life, For 
Children at Home, Girls’ Problems of To- 
day, International Uniform Sunday School 
Lesson Helps, Young People’s Prayer 
Meeting, With the New Books, Temper- 
ance Articles, Teacher Training, and For 
Family Worship. 

The Index for 1936 may be had for 15 
cents a copy from The Sunday School 
Times Company, 325 N. Thirteenth Street, 
Philadelphia. 


For Family Worship 


By Ermest M. Wadsworth 











Following the Home Daily Bible Readings 
on the innractionsl Uniform Sunday Schoo! 


March 15 to 21 


Mon.—John 19: 4-9. Christ Stands Trial. 
Prayer Suc6cEsTions: “Jesus gave him 
no answer.” The scene in Pilate’s judg- 
ment hall revealed the fulfillment of that 
prophecy about Christ being “dumb before 
his shearer’ (Acts 8:32). His patient 
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“ur Hearts Are Warm with the Love of Christ” | 


“ But our bodies are cold, half nude, and undernourished for lack of food. For I am living 
in extreme poverty, with three small children to care for. 
have no means with which to buy fuel. But though our bodies are often racked with pain from 

- our faith in Him never wacers.” 

THESE ARE EXTRACTS FROM A LETTER WRITTEN BY A CHRISTIAN 

SISTER LIVING IN RUSSIA 

* Exterminate the Christians,” is the cry of the young Russian atheists. It's a frightful spectacle! And 
were it not for the help of American Christians, thousands in Russia would die of disease 


WILL YOU HELP TO PRESERVE THE LIVES OF THESE MEN, WOMEN AND CHILDREN 
WHOSE FAITH IN THE LORD JESUS CHRIST NEVER WAVERS? 
THEN PLEASE SEND YOUR GIFTS TO 


THE RUSSIA INLAND RELIEF MISSION 


(THE ORIGINAL MISSION OF THIS. NAMB) 


PETER PLESHKO, Gen. Dir. 


Our house is bleak and cold. ... We 
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silence under ill treatment from unreason- 
able and wicked men is our pattern. “When 
he was reviled, reviled not again; when he 
suffered, he threatened not; but committed 
himself to him that judgeth righteously” (1 
Pet. 2:22, 23). “Follow in his steps.” 
Pray for the patient silence of the Lamb 
of God. 
Tues.—John 19 : 23-38. The Crucifixion. 
Prayer Succestions: “They crucified 
him” (vy. 18). Contemplate the Prince of 
Glory on the cross. Let the Spirit bring 
again before your imagination Christ cru- 
cified. Such a view will amaze your soul, 
stir your deepest affections, and move you 
to cry: “God forbid that I should glory, 
save in the cross of our Lord Jesus Christ, 
by whom the world is crucified unto me, 
and I unto the world” (Gal, 6:14). Pray 
for Calvary love, 


Wed.—John 10:7-18. The Voluntary Death. 

Prayer Succestions: “I have power to 
take it again.” All men die involuntarily. 
Christ voluntarily gave himself a ransom 
for our souls. No man could have taken 
his life. His power over death and the 
grave reveals his deity. Pray to know 
more and more his fathomless love. 


Thurs.—Romans §:1-8 Christ Died for Us. 
Prayer Succestions: “While we were 
yet sinners, Christ died for us.” Worthi- 
ness is all in him. When no eye pitied, 
and no arm could save, he came into the 
world to redeem us from sin unto himself. 
Forever we shali be confessing that it is 
“not by works of righteousness which we 
have done, but according to his mercy he 
saved us” (Titus 3:5). Our hope of eter- 
nal tife lies in the fact that “Christ died 





As you face life’s sunset ..» 





@ Let us tell yor How you may have ... 


Security in Old vze.. 
Worry ...a Ste: . "ncome ... Permanent 
Satisfaction ... : »ough the annuity plan 
of the American ‘ble Society. 


For nearly ni ty years the Society’s 
checks have alw* s been sent when due 
. « - helping to i ing security in spite of 
disturbing and pe - »lexing world conditions. 


. Freedom from 





YOu FACE OLD AGE 
WITHOUT FEAR.... 
WHEN YOU ARE PROTECTED 
BY ANNUITY AGREEMENTS 
of the AMERICAN BIBLE SOCIETY 
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mean much to you! 
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tion of sharing in the work of making 
the Bible more widely available 
throughout the world. 

The booklet “A Gift That Lives” explains 
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help both yourself and a worthy cause. 
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for us.” Pray for a deeper appreciation of 
your Redeemer’s sacrifice. 
Fri—Isaiah $3 : 4-12. 
Christ’s Sufferings Foretold. 

Prayer Succestions: “He shall see the 
travail of his soul.” Deeper than his humil- 
iation in the form of man, and his sore 
travail in fulfilling all righteousness, was 
that unfathomable travail in being for us an 
offcring fcr sin. He who knew no sin was 
made sin for us that we might be made the 
righteousness of God in him. The cup of 
our salvation cost his p-ecious blood. Pray 
to appreciate the dying love of Christ. 
Sat.—1 Peter 2 : 20-25. The Perfect Pattern. 

Prayer Suoecestions: “Christ also suf- 
fered for us.” The comfort of experiencing 
a few of the belated sufferings of Christ 
is an exquisite bliss notwithstauding its at- 
tendant sorrows. Suffering wrongfully, for 
conscience sake, is acceptable to God. Christ 
left us an example that we should suffer 
for righteousness. Pray for a faith-in- 
spired purpose to suffer within the will of 
Christ. 
Sun.—Matthew 10 : 34-42. The Cost of the. Cross. 

Prayer Succestions: “Not worthy.” 
The triumphs of Christianity are effected 
through cross bearers. Many wear a cross 
who never carry one. Home life is the 
young convert’s first faith test. -A house- 
hold divided with respect to Christ tests, 
affection and obedience. One fails every- 
where who fails here. If Christ be our 
preferential love, we truly honor him. Pray 
for courage to carry your cross. 
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Subscription Rates 


The Sunday School Times is published 
weekly at the following rates, payable in 
advance, for either old or new subscribers, 
in the United States and Possessions. 
These: rates include postage. 

$2.25—One copy, or any number of 
copies less than five, $2.25 each, per year. 
One copy, five years, $8.75. 

$1.75—Five or more copies, either to 
separate addresses or in a package to one 
address, $1.75 each,-per year. 

CANADA AND FOREIGN COUNTRIES 


For each Canadian subscription add 25 cents 
to these rates for postage. For each foreign 
subscription aud 5@ cents for postage. 


INTRODUCTORY SUBSCRIPTIONS 
Strictly introductory, or Get-Acquainted 
subscriptions, 25 cents for one period of 

ten weeks, either singly or in clubs. 


Christian Youth 


Christian Youth is published weekly 
at the following rates, payable in ad- 
vance, in the United States and Pos- 
sessions. These rates include postage. 

75 cente—One or more copies to in- 
dividual addresses, 75 cents each, per 
year. 

52 cente—Five or more copies, in a 
package to only one address, 52 cents 
each, per year. 
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